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INTRODUCTION. 


HOULD this Magazine meet 
with the friendly patronage 

and encouragement of the public, 
it will be continued ; and as the 
fubfcription papers, on which the 
terms of publication are exprefled, 
are to be returned to the publifhers, 


_ the Editors will annually publith 


thofe terms, in the firft number for 
each year. They therefore in this 
firft number infert a copy of the 
original fubfcription bills, which is 
followed by fome introduétory re- 
marks on the utility of fuch pub- 
lications. 


PROPOSALS 
For printing a periodical Work, to 
be called, 
The 
ConneGicut Evangelical Magazine : 
—TO CONTAIN— 

Effays on the doétrines of Chrif- 
tianity, and on religious, experi- 
mental and moral fubjects :—Oc- 
cafional remarks on the fulfilment 
of f{cripture prophecies in the pref- 
ent day, and expofitions of diffi- 
cult and d@ubtful paffages of f{crip- 
ture :—Religious intelligence con- 
cerning the {tate of Chrift’s king- 
dom, throughout the Chriftian 
world, and fketches of the origi- 
nal ecclefiaftical concerns of this 





country :—Information refpecting 
Miflions to the new fettlements 
in the United States and among 
Heathen nations :——Narratives of 
revivals of religion in particular 
places together with the diftin- 
guifhing marks of true and falfe 
religion :—Accounts of remarka- 
ble difpenfations of divine Provi- 
dence :—Biographical fketches of 
perfons eminent for piety :—Orig- 
inal hymns on evangelical fubjetts : 
—Together with whatever elfe on 
the fubjeét of religion and morals 
may contribute to the advance- 
ment of genuine piety and pure 
morality. 

This work will confift of ori- 
ginal pieces and of extracts from 
the beft European and American 
publications. As the Magazine is 
defigned for the promotion of vital 
Chriftianity, and of a knowledge 
of the great and effential truths of 
the gofpel, Effays which are mere- 
ly controverfial ordeeply metaphyf- 
ical, it will be feen, come not 
within the objectof this publication ; 
rneverthelefs, fhould any fuch be 
fent which, in the opinion of, the 
Editors, are highly meritorious, 
they will be admitted. The Mag- 
azine will be open to receive com- 
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munications fromall denominations 
of Chriftians who believe in the pe- 
culiar principles of Chriftianity ; 
but if written upon the diftinguifh- 
ing tenets of their refpective fects, 
they will be excluded. The prot- 
its arifing from the fale of this pub- 
lication will be appropriated to the 
fupport of Miffionaries to the Hea- 
then or among the inhabitants of 
the new fettlements. 

The utility of fuch a work, if 
judicioufly condu&ed, mutt be ob- 
vious toevery well-wifler to the 
caufe of religion and morality.— 
The Edicors therefore flatter them- 
felves, that the public will patron- 
ize a defign whofe object is to con- 
vey religious knowledge ; to pro- 
mote experimental piety and that 
practical godlinefs and true moral- 
ity which are fo immediately con- 
ducive not only to the happinefs of 

individuals, but to the welfare of 
fociety at large ; to evince the per- 
nicious tendency of modern irre- 
jigion ; and to raife an annual fum 
to gladden the hearts of our breth- 
ren in the wildernefs with the 
preaching of the gofpel and the ad- 

miniftration of Chiriftian ordinan- 
ces, andto fpread the favor of the 
Redeemer’s name among thofe 
who are perifhing for lack of 
knowledge. 

The Editors are induced to hope 
that their brethren in the iminiltry, 
and other literary characters, in 
this and the adjoining tates, will 
forward the above detign by con- 
municating original pieces. 


Hartford, Ay sril oth, Loco. 


N. B. As the profits of this 
work are to be ap propriated to 
charitable purpofes, it 1s particu- 
Jarly requefted that all communica- 
tions may come poit free, addreff- 
ed to the Editors, to the care of 


Meffrs, Hudfon & 


> Good “a We 


{Juty, 


CONDITIONS OF PUBLICATION. 

1. The Magazine will be publifhed 
monthly—to be printed with a 
new type and on paper fimilar to 
that on which thefe propofals 
are iffued. 

z. Each number will contain at 
leaft 40 pages ; the price to fub- 
{cribers twelve cents anda half, 
to non-fubfcribers fourteen cents. 

3. Atthe end of every year an in- 
dex to the preceding twelve 
numbers will be given gratis. 

4. Payment to be made on deliv- 
ery of the books; but if any 
perfon of known ability will be- 
come refponfible for 12 or more 
copies, three months time will 
be given him to colle& the 
money and make payment ; the 
evidence of which refponfibility 
maft be the perfon’s acknowl- 
edging it by writing on the bill 
returned. 

5. ‘Lhe publication will commence 
as foon as 400 copies fhall be 
fubfcribed. 

6. The publifhers will give notice 
in the Connecticut Cour- 








t 


AanT, when the firft number will 
be ready for fubfcribers, which 
wiil probably be in June or July 
NeXt. 


** Thofe who receive fubfcrip- 
tion papers are requefled to return 
them to Meffrs. Hudfon & Gead- 
win, the intended publifbers. Sub- 
Jeribers out of the flate are requeft- 
‘ed to direll where their Magazines 

foal! be fent to fome principal town, 
cither by water or the flages. 


THE ufefulnefs of periodical 
relipious publications hath been 
long experienced, in the Chriftian 
chanches of Europe. That fo 
few attempts, of this “kind, have 
been made in the American church 
hath arifen, neither from a defi- 


ciency of zeal and abilities, nor 
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from a want of valuable matter in 
this country to form a monthly 
publication, which would be inter- 
efting to pious minds. 

The religious as well as civil po- 
licy of this country, before the 
independence of the United States, 
drew all important communications 
to a central point acrofs the Atian- 
tic ; anda confiderable period of 
time was neceffary to change the 

current of intercourfe, and bring 
as churches and clergy of the dif- 
ferent ftates, to that mutual and 
extenfive acquaintance, whereby 
proper matter for an Evangelical 
Magazine, may be regularly fur- 
nifhed. ‘This difficulty is continu- 
ally becoming lefs, by a free and 
friendly intercourfe between the 
northern and fouthern churches. 

There is alfo in the public mind | 
a growing confidence in the abili- 
ties of American writers and di- 
vines to equal their European bre- 
thren in.evangelical difcufion. It 
is become more eafy to make a col- 
leétion of fuch faéts in the divine 
government of the church and in 
the experience of pious people, as 
will inftru& the underftanding and 
warm the heart. 

The wonderful firit of religious 
raifjons to heathen people, and to 

our new and {cattered fettlements 
on the borders of the wildernefs, 
which, within five years, hath 
awoke both in Europe and Ame- 
rica, furnifhes much new and in- 
terefling matter. This fpirit of | 
love, to our diftant and perithing 
fellow men, appears to have been 
the means of exciting a greater de- 
gree of brotherly love and more fer- 
vent communion among thofe,who 
have long believed and rejoiced in! 
our common Lord. 
The abounding corruption of 
the prefent ra in (earimnene and 
and the united efforts of 
who hate pure Chriftianity, 


praé tice , 


thate 
yeeas 
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§ 
have been feen by the king of Zi- 


on, and he appears, in many ways, 
to be raifing a itandard againft his 
enemies W hile they attempt to come 
in like a flood. He hath arifen 
and come forth from his place, and 
is bathing the {word of his juftice 
in the blood of thofe who have 
moft openly denied him, or idola- 
troufly departed from the purity of 
the gofpel. He hath given them 
up to hardnefs of heart and blind- 
nefs of mind, and, by the rage of 
their own paflions, mutually to ex- 
ecute oa themfeives the vengeance 
of an injured Lord.—In all this 
the enemies of pure religion gcan 
not fo, neither do they think fo, but 
it is in their heart to deftroy the 
faith of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
bring his people every where to 
fhame. 

While there appears, in multi- 
tudes, this fixed oppofition to the 
caufe of Chrift, it is very manifeft 
that his true friends are more ani- 
mated and perfevering than former- 
ly ; and, perhaps, there are no 
better means for increafing the 
flame of Chrittian love ftill higher, 
than fuch a periodic! hiftory of 
the ftate of religion, in our own 
churches, and through the world 
as will be attempted in this work. 
It is a natural means, for warning 
the hearts of Chriftians ; to fee the 
love of their brethren in the caufe 
of Chrift, aad their humble zeal 
for the falvation of fouls. It is 
hoped that, by the fe endeavours, 
the fervor and communional zeal 
of Chriftian piety may be increaf- 
ed——that the mifhonary interefts, 
ameng new and {cattered fettle- 
ments of thofe born from Chrif- 
tian parents, and among the Hea- 
then, may be promoted—and that 
a monthly hiftory of the American 
church and of the vié 
vine grace in this land, 
creafe the love an 


tories of di- 
may in- 
d comfort of aur 








6 INTRODUCTION. 


Chriftian fathers and brethren in 
Europe. The time is near ap- 
proaching when Chrift will vifibly 
reign through the earth, and it be- 
comes his fervants, in every part | 
of the world, to ftrengthen and | 
encourage each other’s hands and 
hearts, that they may be prepared 
to meet this bleffed coming of the 
Lord. 

The late wonderful out-pouring 
of the Holy Spirit and revival of 
experimental religion, in large dif- 
triéts of the American Church, 
will furnifh much matter for pub- 
lication to delight the hearts and | 
fatisfy the benevolence of the chil- | 
dren cof God. There hath not | 
been fo creat and extenfive a work 
of divine grace in this land fince 
the years 1742 and 1744, and | 
although the awakening and fanc- | 
tifying influences of the fpirit have . 
generally been local in the weltern 
and northweftern parts of the coun- | 
try, we ftill hope thefe fhowers 
may foon increafe to a univerful 
rain of divine grace, on all the 
churches of our Lord Chrift thro’ 
this Jand and the world. 

Many narratives of this revival | 
in particular churches are already 
prepared, and will be inferted in 
their place, and when the whole 
fhall be before the public eye, the 
Editors truft they will furnithmeans 
to difcriminate experimental godli- 
nefs, both from the fancies of fa | 
paticifm and the coldnefs of for- 
mality. Itis devoutly wifhed that 
a hiftory of this work of grace, | 
which commenced at an uncxpect- 
ed moment, and when there was 
an appearance that the gates of hell 
would vifibly prevail againft the ' 
pure religion of Chrift, may be the 
bleffed means of a iwakening thofe | 
churches which are yet in a luke- 
warm ftate. Such difpls ‘ys of di- 
vine power and grace ought to ba 
faithfully narrated to the world, 


| 


| prudent in another. 


{Juty, 


for the purpofe of awakening the 
fecure. Great revivals of religion 
have been fo rare for the laft half 
century, that multitudes began to 
believe, the accounts received from 
the lips of their parents to have 
been fabulous. Indeed it was time 
for God to work marveloufly, to 
fet evidence before a fleeping gen- 
eration of his mighty power in a- 
wakening and fanctifying finners, 
and convince them of the truth of 


| Chrift’s words, Except a man be 
born again, he cannot fee the king- 


dom of God. 

Thofe who live in this day of 
revival, where the fpirit of God 
hath been remarkably poured out, 
without coming to repentance and 
a holy life, have reafon to fear they 
will be left to an aggravated con- 
demnation. To all fuch the faith- 
ful fervants of Chrift ought to tef- 


tify, that the kingdom of God 


hath come nigh unto them and they 
have put it away. 

It cannot be expested, that ina 
publication of this nature, the Ed- 


_itors will make themfelves refpon- 


fible for the truth of prudence of 
every thing which may be publifh- 


_ed. There is a variety of natural 
| tafte in good people. 


The expe- 
rience of real Chriftians is not in 
ail refpeéts fimilar, and men are 
prone to judge of piety from their 
own experience ; alfo that which 
is prudent in one place may be im- 
Were every 
communication to be fubmitted to 
the rigid cenfure and €orreétion, of 
any fet of Editors which can be 
procured, itis probable that many 


' beauties would be deftroyed, and 


fome truth fuppreffed. The beft 


men have their fingularities in opin- 
ion, 

The Editors will {till endeavor 
to fupprefs, whatever may, in their 
‘opinion, be direétly fubverfive of 
the peculiar doétrines and holy 
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practice enjoined in the gofpel of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift. They 
hope the charity of their brethren 
will cover their frailties, and afk 
their afiftance in the execution of 
this difficult work. 


LONDON MISSIONARY 
SOCIETY. 


Asonedefign of the CONNECTICUT EVAN- 
GELICAL MAGAZINE is to convey in 
telligence refpeéting miffions to Heathen 
nations, the Editors prefent to their rea 
ders the following ubfirad of the infti- 
tution of the Miffionary Society of Lon- 
don, and of its fubfequent proceedings, 
to the commencement of the prefent year. 
Farther information refpeéting this and 
other Miffionary Societies in Europe will 
be publifbed from time to time in this 
Magazine, as often as fuch information 
feall arrive from Europe.* 

4 OR fome years previous to the ef- 
tablifiment of the Miflionary So- 
ciety of London, the attention of ma- 
ny ferious Clergymen and other pious 
people had been turned to the fubject 
of diffufing the gofpel among Heathen 
nations. Segeral pafiages in the proph- 
ecies of holy fcriptures, togeth- 
er with the fingular revolutions which 
were taking place among Chriftian na- 
tions—revolutions in fentiment as well 
as manners and government, induced 
ferieus, reflecting people to believe 
that Divine Providence was about to 
introduce fome great change in the 
religious ftate of the world; and par- 
ticularly that the time was approach- 
ing when “ the fulnefs of the Gentile 
nations was to be gathered in.” Va- 
rious publications appeared on the 
fubject, and much converfation took 
place among the evangelical minifters 
of England and Scotland, at their 
meetings, relative to the duty devolv- 
ed upon thofe who enjoycd the gof- 
pel, to diffufe its bleffings as extenfive- 
ly as poffible. They felt their former 
negligence in this refpe& and their 
* The Editors are Senfible that much 
has been publifbed in this country concerning 
this Society, and many of their readers are 
perhaps acquainted with its biffory ; but as 
the future proceedings of the Society are to 
be inferted in this work, it is thought Left 
that this firft number fhould contain @ gene 








London Miffionary Society. * 


or 


own want of cxertions 23 reproached 
by the fuccefs which had attended the 
efforts of the Moravian brethren in 
various parts of the world. They 
were roufed from their torpor, and 
animated with a ftrong defire to do 
fomething towards diffufing the light 
of the gofpel among the dark and be- 
nighted parts of the earth. 

In the year 1792, the particular. 
Baptifts in Great-Britain formed a 
Miffionary Society, and in June 1793, 
fent two Miffionaries to the Eaft-In~ 
dies, 

About the fame time a fettlement 
was formed and a colony eftabiifhed 
at Sierra Leone, on the weftern cwaft 
of Africa, one object of which was to 
chriftianize the natives.t 

The various confiderations men- 
tioned above, excited the general at- 
tention of the friends of Zion in 
Great-Britain ; and after much con- 
verfation and many letters on the fub- 
je@t, a number of minifters of differ- 
ent denominations convened at Lon- 
don, November 4, 1794, with a view 
of forming a Miffionary Society. In 
January 1795, they met again, and 
prepared an addrefs to be difperfed 
through the kingdom, calling the at- 
tention of the pious and benevolent 
to the fubject of a miffion to the 
Heathen. ‘The addreifs was fpirited, 
pious and animated, enforcing with 
energy the duty of Chriftians towards 
the Heathen, and anfwering popular 
objections againtt attempting to fpread 
the gofpel among them. ‘The refult 
of thefe and fimilar meafures was a 
general meeting of the tricnds of the 
defign, at London, September 1795, 
at which time the Society was regular 
ly inftituted, and its obje& declared 
to be, “to fpread the knowledge of 
Chrift among Heathen ond other un- 
enlightened nations.” 

At the appointed place of meeting 
there appeared a very numerous and 
ref{petuble affembiy of Miniflers and 
private Chriftians, an affembly whofe 
afpect indicated ferioufnefs, ardor and 





+ In fome future numbers there ewill be 
given a brief biflery of the Moravian 
Brethren, and al/o of tie Baptif! Miffionary 
Society and of ihe Sicrra Leone Cotcny. 


$ The Baptifh denomination, as they have 
@ Socicty ixflituted by them, are not affoci- 





eral hiftary of the inflitucien. 





ated with other denominations in the Lon~ 


don Mificnary Se. itty. 
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§ Loudca Miffonary Society. 


harmony, worthy of fo great an oc- 
cafion.” Many prayers were united- 
ly made for a divine bicfling on the 
undertaking, and feveral appropriate 
difcourtes delivered. “ In the inters 
vals between the more folemn fervices, 
meetings were held for tranfacting the 
bufiness and bringing into form the 


affairs of the infant Society. In thele | 


meetings amidft the difficulties of an 
indigefte. ftate of things, and the ne- 
ceflary ardor of vigorous difcuffion, 


the fpirit ef fcrioufnefs and harmoni- 
ous benevolence predominated, fubdue | 


ing allinto order and coalition. 

At this firft mecting it was unani- 
moufly refolved, that the firfl attempt 
of the Socicty fhould be to fend Mil- 
fionaries to Otaheite, or fome other 
of the Iflands in the South Sea; and 
the board of Dircétors, chofen to 
manage the concerns of the Society 
during their recefs, were inftructed 
to take meafures for carrying this refo- 
lution into effect, as fpecdily as pot- 
fible. From the liberal contributions 
which were made to the Society fo 
Jarge a fund was foon raifed as to iu- 
duce the Directors to think it advife- 


able to purchafe a fhip to tranfport | 


Miffionaries to various parts of the 
Heathen world. ‘Whe directors fre- 
quently met and adopted various 
meafures towards carrying into eficct 


the defigns of the inftitution. Pe-) 


culiar interpofitions of divine Provi- 
dence feemed to prosnife fuscefs to 
their labors, One circumfance they 


mention as worthy of peculiar notice. | 
Captain Wilton, a gentleman who had | 


retired to affluence and eafe from the 
Eaft-India fervicc, hearing of the be- 
nevolent defign, voluntarily offered 
his fervice to command any veffcl 
which might be employed in fending 
Miflionaries, to the place of their def- 
tination. 

At the next general meeting of the 
Society, May 1796, a report was 
made by the Directors, flating that 
the contributions had been liberal be- 
yond their moft fanguine expeetations ; 


number of Miflionaries, and that they 


were about to purchafe a thip to) 


tranfport them to Otahcite and other 
iflands in the South Sea 

The following extradis from the re- 
port of the Directors to the Society, 


at their annual nieeting, May 1797, | 


>; 


—that they had already engaged a! 


[Jury, 


| will fhow the further progrefs of this 
important bufinefs. 

“ At our laft annual meeting you 
refolved, that, if poffible, thirty per- 
fons befides women and children, 
fhould be fent to the iflands of the 
South Sea, ina fhip of our own, nav- 
igated by Captain Wilfon. In order 
to the accomplifhment of your views, 
our fir obje& was to obtain a fuffi- 
, cient number of wife and godly per- 

fons, for the work of the miffion ; 
and our next objc&t was to procure a 
proper veffel to condu& them to the 
icene of operation. Both thefe ob- 
jects were foon happily accomplifhed. 
We were able to complete the miffion 
before the proper feafon for failing ex- 
pired ; and the fhip Duff was pur- 
chafid by us, for your fervice for 
sooo pounds. How munificently the 
liberality of many individuals con- 
tributed towards our ftores and couip- 
inents we would detail to you with 
pleafure, if we were not afraid of of- 
fending their modefty, atid unwilling, 
where the number of gifts were fo 
many, toomit the leat more than the 
greateft. Our fhip being fterced and 
equipped, her clearances. obtained, 
‘and the Miflionaries folemiiAly confc- 
crated to their importanf work, di- 
rections were given them to embark 
early on the roth of Auguft 1796.” 

From various unexpected hindran- 
ces the Duff did not tail till Jate in 
September. She arrived at Otaheite 
March 4, 1797, after a very fhort 
and very pleafant paffaye. Me who 
ruleth the fea and rideth upon the 
| wind was fingularly prefent with thefe 
| his fervants, to protect them in dan- 
‘ger and to comfort and cheer their 
‘hearts. Eighteen Miflionaries were 
left at Otahcite, and when the fhip 
failed from that Ifland every thing 
wore a favorable afpecét. The Mif- 
fionaries were received with kindnefs, 
and there was a pleafing profpect of 
their being made ufeful to the natives 
in teaching them the arts of life, and 
the far more important knowledge of 
the way of falvation. Having failed 
' from Otaheite, Capt. Wilfon proceéd- 
ed to ‘Tongataboo, one of the Friendly 
Ifands, where nine Miflionarics were 
left. ‘Fhefe alfo were received by 
the nativesin a friendly manner. One 
Miffionary was left upon one of the 
Marquefas Mlands, and the Duff then 


_ proceeded on her voyage to Canton, 





i 


‘% 


‘refide among different chiefs, who 
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where fhe took in a freight for Eng- “ Judge not the Lord by feeb!e fenfe, 


land, and arrived in the Downs July | 


7, 1798. 

“ Never,” as the Directors remark, 
in their report, “ was an undertaking 
more completely accomplifhed. Af- 
ter a voyage of more than 51,000 
miles, the fhip returned without the 
leaft material lofs or damage. Every 
where the natives received the Mil- 
fionaries with delight. Thofe of them 
who made choice of Tongataboo, fep- 
arated in fmall parties, and went to 


being acquainted with their intentions, 





promifed them protection, encourages 
ment and fupport. Thofe who fixed 
on Otahcite were incorporated into | 
one body; the moft fertile and beau- 
tiful diftri@ in the Ifland was given 
them to fupply their wants, and all its 
inhabitants for their fubje&s. On 
this fpot they immediately erected 
workfhops and inftituted fchools— 
Some of the natives fent their chil- 
dren for inftru@ion. The Mifliona- 
ries have frequent opportunities to 
converfe with them on the moft im- 
portant fubjeés, and it is hoped their 
difcourfes and example wiil not be in 
vain.” 

Immediately after the return of the 
Duff, it was determined by the Di- 
rectcrs that fhe fhould be fitted out 
again as foon as pofible, to vifit the 
Miffionarics in the South Sea Iflands, 
and to carry a further number to be 
fettled at the fame places, or on other 
lands, as circumtances flould point | 
out to be moft proper. In December 
179%, the fhip failed with about 40 
Miffionaries on board, and a valuable 
cargo of prefents for the natives, and 
of materials for eftablifhing colonies 
and introducing the arts of civilized 


life. 





Thus far divine Providence appear- 
ed to fmile upon the efforts of the So- 
ciety, and to manifeft, by peculiar in- 
terpofitions, his propitious regards to 
them. But he isa fovereign God, and 
takes his own ways to accomplifh his 
purpofes. He maketh darknefs his 
pavilion and often by apparent frowns 
upon his people defigns the grcatcft 
bleffings for them. 


* God moves in a myftcrious way, 
His wonders to perform ; 
He plants his footiteps in the fea, 





And rides upon the ftorm, 


Vou, ]. No. rt. 
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But truft him for his grace ; 
Behind a frowning Providence, 
He hides a fmiling face.” 


Having arrived within twelve leagues 
of the harbor of Rio Janeiro in South 
America, the fhip Duff was captured 
by 2 French privateer named the Ru- 
onaparte from Bourdeaux. ‘The Mif- 
fionarics were treated with great kind- 
nefs by the French commander, and 
their fituation was rendered as agree- 
able as that of prifoners poflibly could 
be. ‘They were carricd into a Span- 
ifh port in South America, where the 
fhip was condemued, and the men lib- 
erated. Captain Robfon the command- 
er of the Duff purchafed a {mall ve 
fel, with a view of proceeding on the 
voyage according to the original inten- 
tion of the Directors, but foon after 
he failed he was taken by the convoy 
of the Brazil Flect to Lifbon, where 
he arrived after a fhort paflage, and 
foon after reached England with ail the 
Miffionaries. 

The folléwing remarks publithed 
by order of the Dire¢tors when intcl- 
ligence of the capture of the Duff 
firft reached England, will diow their 
feelings on the fubje&t, and in what 
light all geod people thould view this 
diipenfation. 

* This providential event is, at pref- 
ent, involved in myfterious obfcurity, 
it claims the exercife of faith and fub- 
miffion, it calls alfo for the fpirit of 
deep humiliation: we are, however, 
perfc&ly fatisfied that it is the effect 
of a wife and gracious fovereignty, 


'and are principally folicitons that it 


may have a falutary influence upon 
our minds. The be improvement 
that we are capable of deriving irom 
it is to quicken our larguid zeal, to 
rencw and invigorate our feeble exer 
tions, and to perfevere with unweari- 
ed and increafing ardor in the facred 
caufe. Our faith and fabreiflicn may 
be exercifed, but it is no doubtful 
queition with us, whether this work 
is divine or not: we fee abundant 
ground for renewed vigilance, bus 
none for relaxation and defpondence ; 
and we feel ourfelves called upon by 
imperious circumftances to manifeft 
the fincerity cf our profeflions, and 
the firength of our attachment to this 
immortal caufe.” 

No dire& information was received 
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in England refpeéting the Miffiona- 


ties who were eftablifhed at Otaheite 


*ill Auguft 1799, when intelligence ar- 
vived that they had been obliged to 
leave the Hfland to efcape being mur- 
dered, and that they were carried by 
the fhip Nautilus to Port Jackfon in 
Botany Bay. The caufe and circum- 
ftances of their removal are detailed in 
the following extracts from letters 
written by them after their arrival at 
Port Jackfon. 

“ Captain Wilion left us at Otaheite 
on the 4th of Auguit 1797, to pro- 
ceed on his voyage. Immediately on 
his leaving the Mland we difcovered 
that the natives had concerted a plan 
tg feize on our women and property. 
We informed them that we were ac- 
quainted with their intentions, and 
took the neceflary precautiens to pre- 
venta furprife. We remained in this 
anxious fituation under continual a- 
Jarms. On the 6th of March 1798, 
the fhip Nautilus vifited the IMland 
and after tcking in refrefhments pro- 
ceeded on her voyage. After her de- 
parture our fituatien became more 
perilous, and we were every moment 
tinder expe@tation of an 2ffault, when 
we were again vifited by the Nautilus 
which was criven back in a violent 
gale of wind. Soon after fhe came to 
anchor two of her feamen deferted 
and fecreted themfelves on fhore. The 
captain requefted us to intreat the 
Fiing to fend them on board; accord- 
ingly a deputation ef four brethren 
waited on him for that purpofe. On 
their arrival at Oparre, the diftrié in 
which the King refided, they were 
ftripped naked, one of them dragged 
through a river and his head beat a- 
gaintt the ftones till the blood came out 
of his ears. They were then fepara- 
ted and detained ; and under the 
greateit apprehenfion not on'y of 
their own lives but for our fafcty, as 
a large party cf the natives immedi- 
ately on their being feized, made off 
with an intent to attack our fettle- 
ment. In the evening feveral hun- 
dred natives were jeen near our dwel- 
hing, and we received information of 
the detention of our brethren ; but 
they were providentially releafed by 
means of the King’s father, and re- 
turned home about eight o'clock at 
night. ‘he news of their arrival was 
no doubt 2 mean of preventing the 


meditated attack. Thus circumftan- 





ced we held a niecting to confider what 
means would be moft prudent to ae 
dopt ; when it was the unanimous 6- 
pinion of the whole body that it was 
a call in Providence for the married 
people to leave the Hland, as they 
could not continue there in fafety, 
and take pallage on board the Nautil- 
us for Port Jackfon. We according- 
ly made known our fituation to the 
captain and requefted a paflage in his 
veilel, which he readily granted. We 
failed from Otaheite the 31ft of March 
1798, leaving feven unmarried Mif- 
fionaries upon the Ifland, and arrived 
at Port Jackfon May 14th. On our 
arrival we were favorably received by 
the Governor, who immediately put us 
on the public ftore, and gave us every 
affitance in his power.” 

The Miffionaries who remained at 
Otaheite were fafe and well in Septem- 
ber 1798, fix months after their breth- 
ren had left them. 

By late intelligence frem Port Jack- 
fon it appears that the removal of a 
part of the Milflionaries from Otaheite 
to that place has been overruled for 
mere abundant good. ‘Their labors 
znd preaching are attended with very 
encouraging appearances of ufefu!ncfs. 
Their congregations are numerous and 
a fubfeription has been raifed for the 
erection of one or more places of 
worfhip. Should it pleafe God to 
blefs their efforts among the Britifh 
inhabitants a great door of entrance 
might from thence be opened to Ner- 
folk Ifiand or other places in its vicin- 
ity, as well as to the native Heathen 
who now frequent the colony. “ Thofe 
who have attentively viewed provi- 
dential difpenfations in the light of 
the fcriptures, will augur favorably 
from what has happened ; efpecially 
when they confider that the objec is 
ungueftionably agreeable to the divine 
will, and that the plans of the fociety 
have had every proof that could be 
expected of his approbation. It is at 
all times incumbent upon us to truft in 
the Lord, and to belicve that every pro- 
vidential event is the effect of a love- 
reignty which is equally holy, wife and 
good.” 

After the firft Miflicn was difpaich- 
edto the South Seas, the Dire&tors, in 
purfuance of the further intestions 
of the Society, endeavored to obtain 
information refpecting Africa, and to 
procure perfens to carry the giad ti- 
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dings of falvation to that much inju- 
red and long neglected quarter of the 
globe. The country of the Foulahs 
was deemed the moft proper fpot for a 
firft effay in that part of the globe. 
Its vicinity to the colony of Sierra 
Leone; the offer of the King of that 
country te encourage European fet- 
tlers, with a view to cultivation ; the 
gentle difpefition of the natives, their 
knowledge of feveral arts, and their 
general attention to reading ; the fu- 
perior temperature and healthinefs of 
the climate, compared with that on 
the fea coaft ; the populoufnefs of 
their towns, and other circumftances 
afforded a favorable profpe& for en- 
tering on Miflzonary operations. Thefe 
circumftances induced the Directors to 
fend two Miffionaries to Africa, in 
¢onjunction with others who went 
from the Miilionary Societies of Ed- 
inburgh and Glafgow. Upon their 
arrival at Sierra Leone, in March 1798, 
finding that a war had breken out a- 
mong the Foulahs, it was thought 
moft advifeable to employ thefe Mif- 
fionaries in the countries adjacent to 
Sierra Leone. “fhe fituation in 
which they were placed will afford the 
Miffionaries the opportunity of ac- 
quiring the knowledge of feveral dif- 
ferent languages, each of which pre- 
vails over an extenfive territory, and 
2 numcrovs population, and thus opens 
a larger {cope for future exertions, The 
inhabitants of thefe countries are Hea- 
thens, whereas the Foulah people are 
principally Mahometans, whofe pre- 
judices again@ the admiffion of Chrif- 
thin teachers would probably have 
been more difficult to furmount. It 
may therefore be hoped that he who 
teads the blind by a way which they 
know not, has overruled the deftina- 
tion of thefe Miffionarics for one of 
a more extenfive ufefulnefs.” 

The next place to which the direc- 
tors turned their attention was the 
country of the Caffres or Hottentots 
in Afvica. Doctor Vanderkemp, a 
Dutch divine, offering his fervices to 
the Diretors te go out as a miffionary, 
he with three others left England at 
the clofe of the year 1798, and arrived 
at the Cape of Good Hope in March 
1799. On board the fhip which car- 
ried them to Africa were three hund- 
red convicts to be tranfported to Bota- 
ny Bay. During the voyage Doétor 
Vanderkemp and his affociates {pent 
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much time with the convi@s, pray- 
ing with them, inftruting them in re- 
ligion, and endeavouring to imprefe 
on their minds.a feafe of the import- 
ance of attending to the falvation of 
the fowl. Their labors were attend— 
ed with a bleffing ; and many of the 
convicts fcrioufly impreffed and fome 
hopefully converted. The thip, leav~ 
ing the Miflionaries at the Cape, pro- 
ceeded to port Jackfon, where the ar~ 
rived, it is probable, a little more 
than a year after the arrival of the 
Miffionaries who went from Oraheite. 
Thefe Miffionaries, it is hoped, may 
be the means, wnder the bicfling of 
God, of continuing the impreflions 
made on the minds of the convicts, 
during their paflage to the Cape. 


_ Should this be the cafe a light will be 


thrown upon that dark difpenfation of 
Divine Providence, their removal fron: 
Otaheite. 

Very favorable accounts have been 
received from the South African Mif- 
fionaries. ‘Fhey were faft proceeding 
to the countries of the Caffres and the 
Bofhemen, and there was a great prob- 
ability of their being favorably re- 
ceived among thofe nations, and of 
their being made bleflings to themby 
communicating tothem the knowledge 
of falvation. 

The Society and the Board of Di- 
seGtors are not difcouraged by the 
dark dealings of the Lord refpecting 
them. They believe him to be ftill 
propitious to them aad to the general 
obje& ia which they are engaged. They 
are making every poflible exertion to 
diffufe the gofpel, and if driven from 
one place are hoping that God wil! 
open a door fur their admiffion into 
others. 

In confequence of the inftitution of 
this Society and their zealous and ex- 
tenfive cfforts to propagate the gofpeh 
among Heathen nations, an increafing 
fpirit of piety has pervaded the minds 
of the friends of Zion not only in 
Great-Britain but in many ether ne- 
tions in Europe, and Chriftians in A- 
merica have alfo felt their zeal awak- 
ened and are animated with a defire 
of carrying the glad tidings of falva- 
tion to the poor Pagans on their bor- 
ders. Many fimaller Miflionary Socie- 
ties have been formed in various p!a- 
ces in England and Scotland, fome ot 
which may be confidered as branches 
of the London Society, and others 
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confine their efforts more particularly | 
to keeping alive a knowledge of the | . 
gofpel among the poor people within | 

e kingdom. For this purpofe many | 
preachers are employed to itinerate | 
and preach the doétrines of grace, in 
places where the people have not been | 
accufomed to hear the tiuth as it is 
in Jefus. } 

A remarkable degree of harmony | 
prevails among Chriftians of different 
denominations and the caufe of the | 
Ree feemer is profpering in many parts 
of the nation. 





Riisfortuncs of the Otabeitean Mif- 
Soon, @ trial of the faith and pa- 
tience of God’s people. 


To tHe Epitrors oF THE Con- 
nocricuT EvanGcEeLicat Mac- 
AZINE. 





HE events, which have at- | 
tended the Chriftian Mif- | 
fions to Otaheite, have probably | 
calt a gloom over the minds of | 
fome well-wifhers to the caufe. Su- | 
yerficial obfervers of the dealings | 
ef God with his people, and men | 
of lietle faith, will be difcouraged : 
and the faith and obedience of all 
are put to proof. It appears to be | 
the de fign of providence, to place | 
his people in a fituation, in which | 
they may give a ftriking evidence | 
of their confidence in God, and. 
faithfulnefs in his fervice ; and by | 
which he may lead them, to a, 
more perfect fenfe of their de- | 
pendence on him, and a more at- 
tentive view of his agency in fuch 
mifiions.—When the thip, which 
conveyed the Miffionaries, return- 
ed with the account of their friend- 
iy reception, our hopes of fuccefs 
were perhaps founded too much 
on favorable circumftances, and 
we thought too little of the {pecial 
agency ‘of God, to difpofe the 
teathen, to give them an atten- 
tive hearing. God has now feen 
fit to recal our hopes from thofe 
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things, and fix them on himfelf 
slane. In this he has dealt with 
his people in his ufual method. 
The method is wife, and well adap- 
ted to prepare his people to receive 
his bleflings, and to give all the 
glory to the Lord.—Thus he dealt 
with Abraham, to whom he had 
made great promifes. While cir- 
cumftances were favorable, and the 


| patriarch’s hopes were great, and 


his expeétations from them high, 
he received an order from heaven, 
to take the heir of the promifes, 
even Ifaac, his beloved fon, and 
offer him up a burnt offering to 
God. This was altogether unex- 
he command was pof- 
itive, and though it wounded eve- 
ry parental feeling, and feemed in- 
confiltent with the promifes, he did 
not hefitate to obey. The promifes 
wereabfolute, andhe did not doubt 
their accomplifhment. That the 
command and promifes might not 
interfere, Le faw no way, but by 
the refurre&tion of his fon from the 
dead, though no fuch event had 


ever taken place in the world) He 


believed in the power of Cod, 
and refted with confidence upon 
him. He proceeded to the ap- 
pointed place, laid Ifaac upon the 
' altar, and ftretched forth his hand, 
and took the knife, to execute the 
command. He was now prepared 
for rich bleflings ; was ordered to 
forbear, and came forth like gold 
tried in the fire ; and he received 
an abundant reward. 

The apoftles of Chrift were 
dealt with, in afimitar way. Chrifl 
had made them precious promifes, 
while he was with them in the 
fiefh. They expected to fee his 
kingdom flourifh. While their 
Lord was with them, and admir- 
ing crowds flocked round them, 
and liftened to his inftru@tions, and 
cried Hofannah to the fon of Da- 
vid, they expected fuccels from 














1800. ] 


the promifing appearances. But 
before it came, their obedience and 
faith were put to the fevereft trial, 
by the fufferings of Chrift, and 
the almoft univerfal clamor againft 
him. This was but a few weeks 


before the memorable day of Pen- 


tecoft, and prepared them to ac- 
knowledge, and adore the hand 
of God, in the wonderful fuccefs, 
which at that time attended their 
minifiry.—Other fimilar inftances 
are on record. God prepares his 
people for the bleflings he defigns 
them in the fitteft manner. He 
takes meafures, to bring his own 
work into view, as being his own. 
And he delights to honer his peo- 
ple, by fuch arrangements, as ex- 
hibit their obedience and faith. 
Retpe@ting the M:flions, the 
commands are exprefs. Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the 
Gofpel to every creature—Freely 
ye have received, freely give. ‘The 
promifes are fure. 1 will be with 
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you always, even unto the end of | 


the world—The earth fall be fil- 
Jed with the knowledge of the glo- 
ry of the Lord. Duty is plain. 
The reafons for the command are 
not diminifhed, fiace the days of 
the Apoftles; and the promile 
may not be doubted. The fitua- 
tion of the Britifh Mifions, to the 
Pacific Ocean, will try the faith 
and obedience of God’s people. 
if they abide the trial, God will 
accept the facrifice. If not, we 
have reafon to expe, that little 


willbe donein our day. Like the 
Iftaelites from Egypt, we thall die 


before the promife takes effect. 
Should the whole Million prove 
unfuccefsful, as it may, fhail we 
hefitate to obey the will of God, 
and exert ourfelves to extend the 
knowledge of his falvation ? Shall 
we doubt the promifes ; or give up 
the caufe as hopel efs, while we 
know that God is on the throne? 
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where then is our faith and obedi- 
ence ? Let us acknowledge God, 
and reft upon him. 

It is however, by no means cer- 
tain, but that more than the ex- 
pectations of the moderate, will 
xc accomplifhed. God feems to 
be preparing his pores for great 
things. ‘Thofe now at Otaheite, 
like the army of Gideon when 
reduced, are enough. ‘Thofe at 
New- Holland may be employed. 

The Lord reigns. His prom- 
ifes are fure ; and he will not fail 
to confound his enemies, who now 
triumph in the difappointments of 
his peaple. Tho’ they deride the 
contidence and obedience of the 
faithful, as they mocked our dying 
Lord, he will appear for their fup- 
port-—The Lord grant, that his 
fervants may feize this happy op- 
portunity, to evince their faith and 
obedience. And if they are con- 
fsunded ia the end, then let it be 
faid, that they who wait on the 
Lord Mar be pu io foame. 


G. 





MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF 
CONN) ECTICUT. 

The peril of the Siaie are fo gene 

erally acquaints d with the origt: 


an dh a fen 0 a the EV iffonary . 

ty of ‘Connell Cue, tha a the Ed. 
ifore deem it unn eceffary to civea 
/’ whiculor hip ory of this infitu- 
tion. For the information how. 
ever of poodle t in the neighboring 
frat othe lows g feort accoun: 


of the Socict? is publi: a. 


the State, at their fefhion 

June 1798, imprefied with the ob- 

ligation on all the friends of Chiif- 

tianity to promote a knowledge ot 

its gracious and holy doétrines, 

formed themfelves into a M:fhona- 
ry Society. 

‘ The object of the Society is 

to chriftianize the Heathen in 
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North America, and to fupport 
and promote Chriflian knowledge 
in the new fettlements within the 
United States.” 

The Society annually ele& a 
Board of Truftees, confilling of 
fix Civilians and fix Clergymen, 
to whom the manapement of the 
eoncerns and the difpofal ef the 
funds of the Society is intrufted. 
They alfo ele&ta Treafurer and 
an Auditor of accounts. 

Since the Society was inftituted, 
a number of Miffionaries have been 
fent to the new fettlements in Ver- 
mont, New-York, and Penntylva- 
nia. In thefe fettlements there 
are now four Miffonarics ; two or 
three more are expedled to go out 
in the courfe of the fumnier, and 
ene to the Conneticut Weftern | 
Referve. The Miffionaries have 
been favorably received, and their 
tabors abundantly bleffed. 

The funds of the Society arife 
from contributions in the feveral | 
parifhes in the State on the firft 
Sabbath of May annually, in per- 
fuance of a Refolve of the Gene- 
ral Affembly paffed at their fefhon 
Oobcr 1798. Several donations 
have alfa been made by individuals 
towards the eftablifhment of a 
permanent fund. 

The Truflees of the Society for : 
the prefent year are the Honorable | 
Joun Treapwe rr, Lieute ant | 
Governor of the State, the Hon. | 

| 








orable Rocer Newserry and 
the Honorable Heman Swirrt, 
Members of the upper houfe of | 
Mfiembly, the Honorable Jona- 
vuan Brace andthe Honorable 
Joun Davznrort, Members of 
Congrefs, Doétor Josuva Lo- 
THROP, Merchant, the Reverend 


Meffrs. Nathan Williams D. D. 
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Benjamin Trumbull D. D. Levi 
Hart, Cyprian Strong, Nathan 
Strong, and Charles Backus. Ane 
prew Kinossury Efq. is Treaf 
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urer, and Joun Porter, Efg. Av- 
ditor of accounts tothe Society. 
The HonorableJounTreapweLi 
is Chairman, and the Reverend 
Aset Fuint, Secretary to the 
Board of Truftces. 

The Society, at their annual 
meeting, laft month, re-eleéted the 
fame Truftees, Treafurer and Au- 
ditor of accounts. 

The Miffionaries now in fervice 

rethe Rev. Meffis. Seth Willifon, 
and Fedediah Bufhnell, and Mr. 
Amafa Fercme, all in the new fer- 
tlements in the ftates of New-York 
and Pennfylvania, and the Rev. 
William Storrs, in Vermont. 





Proceedings of the Truftees of the 
Miffionary Society of Conneéli- 
cut, relative to a AMiffion among 
the Indians. 

HE Truftees of the Mifion- 
ary Society of Conneéticu: 
at a late meeting, determined, that 

a difcrect man, animated by the 

love of God and fouls, of a good 

common education, who can be 
obtained for a moderate compen- 

fation, be fought for to travel a- 

mong the Indian Tribes South and 

Welt of Lake Erie, to explore 

their fituation and learn their feel- 

ings with refpe& to Chriftianity, 
and fo far as he has opportunity, 
to teach them its doétrines and du- 
ties; and that faid Miffionary, 
with the advice of the Rev. Mr. 

Sergeant of New-Stockbridge, ob- 

tain from among his Indians a pi 

ous guide and interpreter to ac- 
company himin his travels. It 
was alfo refolved by the Truftees, 
that the Committee of Miffons, 
wich the addition of the Honora- 
ble Heman Swifi, take meafures 
to carry this refolution into effeat. 

The following fyflem of inftruc- 
tions was prepared to be given to 
the perfon who may bc fent to vit- 
it the Indians. 
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Sir, 
YOU being — by the 
Truftees of the Mifhonary Society 


of Connecticut, to go among the 


Indian Tribes, with a view of ex- 
ploring their fituation and the pro- 
priety of fending the gofpel among 
them, the faid ‘I'ruftees give you 
the following inftruétions : 

Be a man of prayer; be fure to 
keep your heart with all diligence 
and five near to God. At all 
times maintain a Chriftian circum- 
fpection, pravity and dignity of 
charaéter, and let nothing vain or 
trifling be difcovered in your con- 
dust. Demeanyourfelf withChrif- 
tian fortitude and humility. ‘Cau- 
tioufly avoid all controverfy with 
the Indians, all trade and worldly 
bufinefs, except fuch as fhall be 
abfolutely neceflary for your com- 
fortable fubfiftence. Employ your 
whole time and all your talents 
in the bufinefs of your miflion. 
Particularly you are inftruéted to 
explore the fituation of the various 
tribes, through which you fhall 
travel, and as far as poflible learn 
their feelings with refpe& to Chrif- 
tianity, and their prejudices againft 
it. Spare no pains to conciliate 
the efleem and friendship of the 
Indian who fhall go with you as a 
guide and interpreter ; and as far 
as may be with a good confcience, 
conform yourfelf to the cuftomsand 
manners of the natives ; like the 
Apoitle becoming all things to all 
men, that you may gain fome. 
When you fhall reach any tribe or 
tribes to which you are fent, you 
fhall by your interpreter, make 
knownthebcnevolentdefign of your 
coming, and aflembling fuch num- 
bers of them as conveniently may 
be, acquaint thera with the great 
love of the good people of Con- 
mecticut to their brothers in the 
wildernefs, and with the concern 
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which they have that they through 
Jefus Chriit might he faved from 
their fins, and become with then 
the tollowers of Chrift and heirs of 
his kingdom. You are to offer 
Chrift and his falvation to them. 
Tell them who Chriftisand how 
he loved and died for mankind, 
and the happy confequences of lov 

ing and obeying him. Carefully 
notice their appearances and an- 
fwers. sis you have opportunity, 
teach them the doctrines and du- 
ties of our holy religion and thie 
motives to induce them to become 
Chriftians. Particularly teach then: 
the duty of morning and evening 
prayer, and as opportunity fhaii 
prefent do it by example as well as 
in words. Whenever the ill con- 
du&t of people calling themfelves 
Chriftians fha!l be objected, you wii! 
acquaint them that many who cal! 
themfelves Chriftians are not truly 
fuch ; and that all the knavery, 
falfehood and other vices which 
they have feen in thofe wicked 
white people, who have been 
among them, are entirely contrary 
to the gofpel ; that isch men 
are worfe than the Heathen and 
will in the world to come have a 
more aggravated punifhment than 
they; thatthetrue difciples of Chriit 
arc fober, temperate, benevolent 
and juft. ‘They love and do good 
to all men, and hold a!l wicked- 
nefs in the higheft abhorrence. 
Keep an accurate journal of your 
travels, of all your tranfactions 
with the Indians, and of every oc- 
currence worthy of notice. You 
are to notice the face of the coun- 
try, the number of tribes which 
you fhall vifit, and their numbers, 
ficuation and diftances from each 
other ; whether they are at peace 
or involved in war 3 af at war with 
whom they are warring ; whether 
they be permanent in their feit!c- 
anents, or tranfient and about te 
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remove 3 whether they have any 
attachments to particuier parts and 
people of the United States ; and 
every thing which may be of im- 
portance to the neretr and make 
a ge report to this board. 

Phe Trailees affectionately and 
fervently recommend you to the 
care and keeping of their great Re- 
deemer. When you walk through 
the tracklefs and lonely paths of 
the wildernefs, may he be with 
you, a and comfort your 
foul. zeoy | re preferve and emi- 
nently_ fucceed YOu, ¢ and return you 
with rich experience of his pater- 

nal care and goodnefs. 


The following Meffage was pre- 
pared to be comrunicated to the 


Indians by the Miflionary. 
Zothe Indian Tribes bordering on 


Lake Erte. 
PRIENDS AND BROTHERS, 

"HIE perfon, whofe name its 
underwritten, announces himfelf 
to you as the Chairman of a Coun- 
cil of twelve perfons, who are here 
known by the name of the Tru/- 
tecs of the Mi ffir: rary Society of 
‘Ton wiil pleafe to 
liften dite, in the name of the 
Traftees, he explains to you their 
origin, their views and the > ovyedts 
of this addrefs. 

Ourfathers, and brethren, whofe 
ofice itis to teach the People of 
Conneciicut the things of Retizion, 
annually chofe from their nu umber 
twenty-four perions ditt: silieadl 
for piety, eravity and ood fenle, 
who meet together in a Graad 
Counci! called the General Affeci- 
ation; to confult and adviile t tos eth- 


er, and to adopt fuch repulations 
it 


Conneticut 


as, in their jude: ment, may bef 
ferye to ah the caufe of vir- 
tue and religion among their own 
people, and, as vs as they have 
opportunity, thro’the world. This 
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renerable body, with defign to pro- 
mote the happinefs of their fellow- 

men, who do not enjoy equal ad- 
vantages to obtain religious knowl- 
edge with the people of Connedt- 
icut, have lately formed themfélves, 
by common confent, into a Coun- 
cil or Society, called the Miffiona- 
ry Soctety of Connedicut ; and that 
Society have appomted the Truf- 
tees before mentioncd, and have 
given them authority to fend good 
men and able inftructors in religion, 
into the new fettlements, which 
are forming on the fronticrs of the 
United States, and among fuch 
Indian nations as will receive them; 
which men, fo fent as teachers ct 
religion, we call Miffionaries 5 3 and 
from hence the Society above de- 
{cribed takes the name of the Mif- 


| fionary Soctety. 


, 








aving explained to you the or- 
igin, and general defigns of the 
Trujlees of the Miffionary Sociel) 
of Connediicut 5 it will be propet 
more particularly, but very brief- 
ly, to inform you what is meant 
by relivion, as the word is ufed in 
this addrefs ; leaving itto future 
occafions, as they may occur, to 
unfold it more at large. 

Religion, then confilts, fumma- 
rily, in believing that there is an 
eternal all perfect Being of fupreme 
power, wifdom and goodaefs whom 
ve call Gop—that this great and 
good Being, in the beginning, 
mace the world ; the fun, the 
moon, the ftars, the earth, the 
fea, the air, and all creatures and 
things therein, and agg man, 
the Lord of this lower world— 
that he made higher and nobler or- 
ders of rational beings in Heaven, 
calied Anzels—that he upholds ail 
things by his power, aad fupports 
every living creature by his bounty 

—ihatheis the great King and Gov- 
ernor ef the world, and in his 
government feeks kis own heaor, 
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and the greateft good of the ra- 
tional creatures he has made—that 
fome of the Angels have broken 
his laws, and become rebels and 
enemies, for which caufe he has 

caft them down from heaven, re- 
ferved them for judgment, and 
will doom them to fuffer endlefs 
torments, as their ju punifhment ; 
and thefe evil Angels are called 
Devils—that the firft man and wo- 
man were made in the likenefs of 
Gop in temper and character, and 
perfetly happy—that the Devil 
tempted them to break the law 
which Gop had placed them un- 
der, and by his fubtilry feduced 
them from their obedience, and 
they fell from their firlt happy ftate 
—that all mankind, of all nations, 
{prang from this finful and unhap- 
py pair, partake of their finful na- 
ture, and are all expofed to fuffer 
eternal death as tranfgreffors of 
Gop’s law—that being in them- 
felves ina helplefs and hopelefs 
‘tate, Gop was pleafed, of mere 
mercy, to provide an Almighty 
Saviour Jesus Curist his own 
Son, who, in our nature, came 
into this world, in ages paft, and 
as our fecond head, perfedily obey- 
ed Gop’s law, and fuffered a bit- 
ter death for us that we might live 
and be happy in the world to come 
——that through his obedience and 
death, Gop can freely pardon our 
fins, and reflore us to his fayor— 
that if we repent and are forry for 
our fins, and truftin this Almigh- 
ty Saviour, who is rifen from the 
dead and afcended into Heaven, 
Gop will for Chrift’s fake, give 
us eternal life; but if we Sepent 
not, we flail be forever miferable 
after death—that he has appointed 
aday in which he will judge the 
world in righteoufnefs, by his fon 
Jesus Curis T---that all men, of 
all nations and ages, will then be 
raifed from the “dead, and fim- 
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moned to the judgment feat of 
Chrift, and there be judged accord. 
ing to their works, whether go0d 
or evil, and will receive the reward 
of eternal life, or eternal déath 
or endlefs mifery, by the fentence 
of the judge. Religion, in prac- 
tice, confifts in loving and fearing 
Gep and keeping his command- 
ments—in receiving his fon Jefus 
Chrift as our only Saviour—in 
loving all our fellow men as our- 
Selves: ; particularly, in abftining 
from murder, adultery, ftealing, 
lying, cheating, flandcring, and 
opprefling one another—in honor- 
ing and obeying our parents and 
governors—in doing aéis of juftice 
and kindnefs, as We have power 
and opportunity, to all men, even 
to our enemies—in moderating our 
paffions and affe&tions—and in liv- 
ing foberly, chaftely and temper- 
ately in our converfation. 

Should you afk how we know 
thefe things are true, the anfwer 
is, we have a book we call the 
bible, being of all books the moft 
precious, written by good men, in 
very ancient times, who were in- 
fpired by God himfelf, and of 
confequeuce, that all it contains is 
moft important, and moft certain- 
ly true ; and that this book con- 
tains all the truths which have 
been mentioned, and many more 
fully unfolded to view, and ina 
word, all things which are profita- 
ble for inftruétion in religion, by 
which a man, rightly difpofed, 
may be furnifhed to every good 
work. Weobferve, that our re- 
ligion is taken wholly from this 
book of God, the bible ; and 
ave fure that right reafon approves 
all that is written im it, tho’ there 
are fome truths therein revealed 
mg reafon, of itfelf, could nev- 

r have difcovered. It may be 
wien torcmark, though you may 
already know it, that from the 














haem ee 








18 Indian Miffion. [Jury, 


name of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
fus Chrift we, and all others, who 
profefs the religion which he 
taught, are every where called 
Chriflians, and that religion is cal- 
led Chriflianity or the Chriflian 
Religion. 
FRriENBS AND BroruHErs, 

The General Affembly, or 
Grand Council of the State of 
Conneéticut, feeling the importance 
of fpreading the knowledge of the 
Chriftian Religion in the newfettle- 
ments on your borders, and among 
you, have, from time to time, 
granted liberty to the Truftees to 
afk the contributions of the good 
people of Conneéticut, and their 
liberality has enabled the Truftees 
to fend a Mifionary among you, 
to inftru& you in the great truths 
of religion ; and to prepare the 
way for this, they have fent their 
Chriftian Brother who reads this 
TALK before you, as their meffen- 
ger, to explain their defires on 
this great fubject, and to learn 
your mind upon it, whether you 
are willing to receive a Miflionary 
among you. Him though not by 
office a teacher of religion, they 
recommend to you as a good man 
and a good Chriftian ; he will talk 
freely with you on the great truths 
contained in the bible ; and will 
more fully explain the views of the 
Miffionary Society ; and having 
Icarned your mind on the fubjeét, 
he will faithfully report to the 
Truftees the fuecefs of his journey 
and labors. 

The General Affembly and peo- 
ple of Connecticut, the Miffionary 
Society and their ‘Truflees in all 
this, can have nothing in. view but 
io promote your peace and happi- 
nefs in this world, and your ever- 
Jafting welfare in the world to 
come ; they defire not your corn- 
fields, nor your hunting grounds, 
nor any of your goods ; but only 





| to bring you to the knowledge of 


Jefus Chrift, and to the belief and 
practice of his holy religion. 

In your dealings with people 
who call themfelves Chriftians, it 
is not unlikely you have obferved, 
in fome of them, much fraud, in- 
juftice and cruelty, and may have 
become prejudiced again{t Chrif- 
tianity on that account : But you 
may reft aflured, that men of this 
fort are not indeed Chriftians, but 
the bafeft of men, who either nev- 
er embraced Chriftianity, or have 
wickedly renounced it, and be- 
come apoftates. True religion 
muft be learned from the bible, 
and not from the prattice of wick- 
ed men, who though they may 
take the name of Chriftians, are 
wholly unworthy of it. ‘The bi- 
ble teaches us to love God and our 
fellow-men of all complexions and 


of all tribes and nations ; todoto 


others as we would wifh them to 


'doto us ; to deal juftly, to love 


mercy, and to waik humbly with 
God ; and, in all things, to ceafe 
to do evil ; and ta learn to do well. 

The Truftees having thus brief- 


_ly ftated their defign in fending 
| this their good brother to you, con- 





| clude by intreating you to reccive 


him, and to treat him kindly asa 
friend to you, and to all his broth- 
ers of the human race, and only 


| add their fervent prayer that God 


would prepare the Indian tribes 
and nations, whoare the offspring 
of God as well as others, to em- 
brace and prattife the holy religion 
of Jefus Chrift, and with this pray- 
er they commend you to his favor 
and blefling. 
By order of the Truftees, 
Joun TreapWELty 
Chairman. 


The Committee of Miflions, 
appointed to do bufinefs in the re- 
cefs of the board of Truftsees, ac- 
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cording to the orders given them, 
are the Honorable JonaTHAN 
Brace, and the Rev. Meflts. 
Nathan Williams, p. pv. Cyprian 
Strong, Nathan Strong and Abel 
Flint. 





Mr. Backus? account of the Reli- 
gious Revival tn Somers, in Con- 
neGicut, inthe year 1797: 


[* the latter part of February, 
1797, a ferious attention to 
religion began in this town, in the 
congregation under my miniftry. 
It followeda feafon of awful fecur- 
ity ; and was not immediately pre- 
ceded by any unufual difpenfation 
ef Providence, either in the town 
or neighborhood. ‘There was not 
at that time, any uncommon feri- 


ous thoughtfulnefs within fifty | 


miles of us. 
This revival was not rapid in its 
progrefs; and never became gen- 
eral in the town. 
one, in different parts of the place, 
were ferioufly impreffed, within 
twoor three months from the be- 
ginning of the work. It continu- 
ed to increafe for almoft a year. 
{t then began to decline. A few 
new cafes of ferious thoughtfulnefs 
have occurred from the commence- 
ment of the late revival, at fhort 
intervals, to the prefznt time. 
This awakening began with the 
youth, and afterwards extended 
to the middle aged, and toa few 
who had paffed the meridian of 
life. The greater part of the fub- 
jects of this work were heads of 
families. More than half of the 
whole were under 35 years of age. 
hifty-two perfonsunited themfelves 
with the Church within two years 
from the beginning of this religious 
appearance ; the molt of whom 


Revival of Religion in Somers. 19 


This awakening was not, in a 
fingle inftance, attended with out- 
cry, ornoife. The fubje&s of it 
appeared very folemn while attend- 
ing public worfhip, and conferen- 
ces. In converfation they com. 
plained of their ignorance and {tu- 
pidity—they wondered that they 
had not before feen themfelves on 
the brink of everlafting ruin; and 
expreffed a trong defire to be in- 
{tructed in the do@trines of the 
gofpel, and to be dealt with in the 
plaineft manner. In fome the 
alarm was but momentary—they 
foon returned to their farmer flate 
of carnal peace. In thofe who 
appeared to become the fubjetts of 
faving grace, their firft alarm was 
followed with a more full difcove- 
ry of their moral poliution. The 
confeffed that they felt themfelves 
to be enemies to God, and wholly 





Here and there | 


oppofed to the plan of falvation re- 
vealed in the pofpel. They were 
diftrefled becaufe they had no pro- 
per conviction of their fins ; and 
obferved that while their confcien- 
ces told them that they fhould re- 
ceive no wrong if they were fent 
toheil, their hearts rofe again{t 
the juftice and fovereignty of God. 

The hopeful converts, in gene- 
ral obferved that when divine truth 
firft appeared in a new and pleafing 
light, they {carcely thought of their 
perfonal fafety ; or, whether they 
were, or were not, converted. 
They difcovered a relifh for the 
doétrines of the Bible : and de- 
clared that the truths with which 
they had been contending, were 
the objects of their prefent enjoy- 
ment. They were abundantinac- 


knowledging, that if gofpel grace 


were not free and fovereign, there 
could be no hope for fuch great 





finners as they were. They con- 


profeffed to have experienced a | fefled that they had not made any 
laving change in the courfe of this | advances, of themfelves, towards 
' fubmiffion to the will of God ; and 
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thatif they were his children, he 
had, infovereign mercy, fubdued 
their hearts by his fpirit. None 
manifefted high confidence of their 
converfion. They felt themfelves 
bound to confefs Chrift before 
men ; but were afraid Ieft they 
fhould be deluded by a falfe hope, 
and fhould not live agreeable to 
covenant bonds. It was common 
for them to fay, when converfing 
about joining the church, * We 
‘* know nothow to refiain from 
‘* publicly appearing onthe Lord’s 
‘ fide ; but we tremble at the 
* thought of refleéting difhonor on 
‘« his name, in the eyes of a fcof- 
“‘ fing world. Yet, unworthy as 
“ we are, we defire to give up our- 
« {elves to God, and to attend on 
all the ordinances of his ap- 
“ pointment. We know that he 
“© can enableus to live to hisglory, 
‘and wepray that we may al- 
ways feel our dependence on 
“© his grace.” 

It was animating to meet at the 
Lord’s table, in this feafon of re- 
frefhing. Old Chriftians were en- 
livened, from the beginning of this 
work. It rejoiced their hearts to 

chold fouls flocking unto Chritt, 
and coming to his table.. The old 
and the young appeared to feel the 
worth, and to tafte the fweetnefs 
of the Saviour’s dying love. The 
fpeftators were more numerous 
than they had ever been; and not 
a fewof them were intears. In 
feveral inftances, perfons had their 
doubts removed, and were embol- 
dened to join the church, by what 
they faw and heard at the adminif- 
tration of the Lorda’s fupper. 

The heads of families who were 
the fubieéts of this work exprefied 
aftonifiment, that they had lived 
fo long without any juft fenfe of 
the duty which they owed to their 
offspring. They refolved, by di- 
vine afiittance, to train up their 


« 











[ Jury, 


children in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. When they 
dedicated themfelves and their 
houfeholds to God, * in the af- 
fembly of the faints,” there were 
vifible tokens of his gracious pref- 
ence. They carried religion into 
their houfes, and called upon 
God’s name, morning and even- 
ing, in a focial manner. 

The hopeful conyerts were re- 
formed in their lives, and appear- 
ed defirous to know and _ praétice 
all the duties both of the dott and 
fecond table of the law.—Amidit 
the declenfions which have taken 
place, there is reafon to hope, that 
a number will to eternity look 
back with joy on the late happy 
feafon, as the day in which they 
were efpoufed to Chrift. F 

Tt is to be expeéted in the moft 
promifing religious appearances, 
that there will be tares with the 
wheat. Falfe brethren have min- 
gled with the true, ever fincethere 
was a church on the earth.—lIf 
any profefling Chriftians reft in paft 
attainments, and become habkual- 
ly indifferent to holy diligence and 
watchfulnefs, they make it mani- 
felt that their hope is the hope of 
the hypocrite. It ought not to 
furprife us, if we fee perfons of 
this defcription become more loofe 
in their lives than ever before. 
Perfons may hear the word, and 
receive it with joy, from a belicf 
that they are faved from the wrath 
to come, without any relifh for the 
holy beauty of divine truth. Thefe 
“ have noroot in themfelyes ;”? 
and hence ** endure but fer a 
time.” ‘They have nothing to fe- 
cure them againft {tumbling at the 
doétrines of the crofs, and fhrink- 
ing from the trials of the Chrif- 
tian life. ‘They are prepared to 
fall away ; and te imbibe fome 
damnable herefy, or to indulge 
their vicious propenfities withovs 
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reftraint, when affaulted by tempt- 
ations. ‘ Let him that thinketh 
he ftandeth, take heed left he fall.’’ 
Chrift’s fheep will hear his voice 
and follow him. They will in- 
creafe in the knowledge of God, 
and in the knowledge of the wick- 
ednefs oftheir hearts. They will 
watch and pray ; and according to 
their abilities will labor to promote 
the intereft of pure and undefiled 
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religion. ‘True Chriftians do not 
think highly of their attainments : 

Forgetting thofe things which 
are behind, and reaching forth un- 
to thofe things which are before, 
they prefs toward the mark, for 
the prize of the high calling of 
God in Chrift Jefus.”” They are 
attentive to duty ; and in this way 
give diligence to make their calling 
andelectionfure. Thefirftwarmth 
of young converts is but of fhort 
continuance. It is foon exchan- 
ged for the conflicts of the Chrif- 
tian warfare. The followers of 
Chrift are conduSted towards heav- 
en, ina way which teaches them 
their perfeét dependence on the 
riches of divine grace. In every 
{tage of their journey, they are 
made to feel that believers are 
hept by the power of God, through 
faith, unto falvation. 

Son May 1, 1800. 
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An account of a work of Divine 
grace in a Revival of Religion, 
in a number of Congresations in 
New-England, in the years 1798 
and 1799, ina feries of Letters 
to tbe Lditers. 

LETTER I. 

From Rev. Fonatuan Mirzer, 
4. M. Pajflor of the church, in 
Weft-Britain, town of Briflol, 
frate of ConneSiicut. 

GENTLEMEN, 
’ THE prefent revival of reli- 


gion in many places in New- 


England, and various other parts 
of our country, is undoubtedly 
worthy to be left on record. Itis 
a divine teftimony to thofe facred 
truths and inftructions, which God 
has given usin his word, and 
part of that difpenfation of grace 
towards this finful world, by which 
the Moft High greatly eariches his 
kingdom with the knowledge of 
himfelf. The gofpel makes an un- 
fpeakable advance upon all former 
manifeftations of God to his crea- 
tures: It merits the fixed attention 
of all intelligent beings, and real- 
ly docs very greatly engage the ad- 
miration of the holy angels, who 
defire to look intothefe things. Alf 
power in heaven and on earth is 
given unto Chrift, and he is made 
head over all things tothe church, 
that in this work, he may declare 
the Father’s glory. All events 
in this world, of every kind 
are under his government, and 
have an ultimate relation to the 
glory of God, in the advance- 
ment of Zion, and are fubordinate 
to this caufe. But, when God re- 
vives his religion, this rent inter- 
eft is dire@ly promoted; and every 
circumttance of it claims the moft 
ferious recard. Such feafons an- 
fwer many important ends ; the 
have a powerful tendency to con- 
vince the felf righteous, and fuch 
as depend on their inofierfive mor- 
als, of the truth and necefhity 
of cxperimental  religion—give 
weighty evidence of the impeni- 
tent finner’s entire depravity of 
heart—of divine fovcreignty in the 
difpenfations ot grace, and of the 
reality and importance of regene- 
ration by the power of the Holy 
Ghoit, and are remarkable feafons 
of general initrudtion. At fuch 
times, more religious knowledge 
is acquired in afew months, than 
in many years of fuch indifference 





as too commonly prevails. The 
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public mind becomes impreffed 
with the importance of real re- 
ligion, the people of God are ani- 
mated to greater exertions for pro- 
ficiency in holinefs, and ufefulnefs 
to their fellow-men, and many fouls 
are renewed, and become the tro- 
phies of divine grace. Thefe con- 
fiderations perfuade me to approve 
the propofal, which has been made, 
to publifh fome account of the glo- 
rious work of God among us, and 
to believe that it may be extenfive- 
ly ufeful ; and I am willing to con- 
tribute what I am able, by giving 
a brief narrative of it, in the con- 
gresation committed to my charge. 
Defore the prefent unufual at- 
tention to religion began among us, 
the church was few in number, and 
moft of its members confiderably 
advanced in life, few additions had 
een made to it for many years, 
the people in general were fo unaf- 
fected with the things of religion, 
that they made but fmall impreflion 
upon them, and there were thofe, 
who zealoufly propagated fome of 
the molt dangerous errors, partic- 
ularly Univerfalifm, and with fuch 
efoét, that it very much quieted 
the apprehenfions, even of thofe 
who did not profefs to embrace 
thofe fentiments, it led many fecret- 
ly to hope that though they contin- 
ued in fin, they might poffibly ef- 
cape the wrath of God, and it ren- 
dered the awful threatenings of end- 
lefs punifhment in their view, in 
fome degree queitionable, and fo 
gave them relief, and encouraged 
them to negle¢t religion. Indeed 
the profpeéts which concerned the 
interefts of religion among us, 
wore a gloomy afpeé, and the peo- 
ple of God were affected with 
them, and {poke of them with grief. 
But at this time, it pleafedthe great 
Head of the church to appear 
among usin his own caufe, and 
revive the drooping hearts of his 
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friends by glorious manifeftations 
of his power and grace. 

The unufualattention toreligion 
in this {mall parifh, became vifible, 
a little before the middle of Feb- 
ruary 17993 though for feveral 
fabbaths before that time, fome 
greater degree of folemnity appear- 
ed on the congregation, than had 
been common, anda few religious 
conferences were attended. The 
people had been informed of the 
revival of religion in fome neigh- 
boring towns, and generally con- 
fidered it a blefling, and defirable 
that it fhould take place among us. 
here were however fome, who 
made light of the religious concern 
and anxtety of the people, where 
the awakening had taken place. 
But the people of God among us 
defired, and I doubt not fervently 
prayed, that the Lord would make 
us a gracious vifit, in pouring out 
upon ushisholy fpirit. While things 
were in this ftate, the people were 
notified, that two of the neighbor- 
ing minifters would preach with us, 
on a particular afternoon, one of 
whom had the charge of a congre- 
gation, at that time vifited with the 
fenfible prefence of God, and the 
influences of his fpirit. The peo- 
ple colle&ted, and expected fome- 
thing wnufual, for there had been 
no very vifible revival among 
us, fince the year 1783, and at 
that time the work was {mall, com- 
pared with the prefent. Several 
young people from another town 
were prefent, who were very much 
awakened, and as it happened 
were feated in fight of the greateit 
part of the congregation. Two 
fermons were delivered, both well 
adapted to the occafion. The 
preachers appeared fervent in their 
prayers and animated in their dif- 
courfes. The pcople were ferious, 
and fome of the ftrangers vifibly 
affeted. This was noticed by 
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many, and contributed to produce 
a fenfible effect on their feelings, 
and to Jead them to ferious reflec- 
tions on their own condition. The 
appearance was encouraging, and 
it was thought the people would 
willingly attend a meeting in the 
evening ; it. was appointed, and 
generally attended by thofe who 
had been prefent in the day time. 
In this meeting it appeared that the 
power of God was indeed with us. 
Many were made fenfible that they 
were expofed to the wrath of God, 
and were furprifed with their ftate, 
as if it had never before been told 
them, that they were in danger of 
endlefs punifhment, and needed 
the falvation of Chrift. From that 
time until the prefent, (aterm of 
one year,) we have had a general 
attention to the things of religion, 
and many ferious meetings and full 
affemblies on the fabbaths and on 
other days and evenings : and af- 
ter the religious exercifes which 
had been intended were clofed, the 
people have frequently manifefted 
an unwillingnefs to retire, and have 
kept their places, and by their 


countenances folicited further in- | 


ftrudtions. And after making a- 
nother prayer, or giving fome fur- 
ther exhortations, I have often been 
the firft who has left the meeting, 
upon which the people have retired 
to their houfes. 

In the whole feafon, nothing 


noify or tumultuous has becn dif. | 


covered, no outcries or {woonings, 
and none who have been difpofed 
to relate their own experiences in 
conferences and public mectings ; 
nor have the evening exercifes ever 
been prolonged to unfeafonable 
hours ; bata filent and ecarneft at- 
tention to religious in{truétion has 
prevailed. Levity, balls and other 
fimilar diverfions have been laid 
afide, the ball room has been con- 
verted into a place for prayer and 


ta 


3 
ferious meetings, and the concerns 
of eternity have above all other 
things, engaged the attention of 
a large proportion of the people ; 
fo that it would be very ungrateful 
in us, to be unwilling to acknowl- 
edge, that God has been with us 
in very deed, and ftili continues 
many pleafing tokens of his pra- 
cious prefence. 





the werk, numbers were moved, 
with little more than a fympathetic 
affection, arifing from the novelty 
and ferioufnefs of the impreflive 
fcene. But this was not in vain) 
for the Lord made ufe of it, to 
| open their ears to inftruction, and 
as that fubfided, it was in many ir- 
ftances followed, with the moft 
rational conviction of gofpel truths, 
anda realizing fenfe of their impor- 
tance, which have apparently pre- 
duced the happieft effeéts. Num- 
bers who were unmoved at firft, 
have fince been made to enquire 
with earneftnefs, what they fhall 
do to be faved. And convidions, 
I think, gradually increafed, thro’ 
the following {pring and fummer. 
I have converfed with between for- 
ty and fifty, who have received 
comfort, and appear to be reconcil- 
ed to God, and to rejoice in his 
government, and in their glorious 
| Redeemer ; many others are yet 

attentive, while there is reafon to 
| fear, that the ferioufnefs of fome 
_ is on the decline, if not altogether 
atan end. This indeed is an af- 





pious mind with fearful apprehen- 
fions concerning their future defti- 
ny- Alas they know not what 
they do, when they thus oppofe the 
convictive influences of Ged upon 
their confciences!!! Although 
there has been a great variety, in 
the dealings of God, with different 
individeals, who now give reafon to 
hope, that they are heartily recon- 


Undoubtedly in the beginning of 


feéting confideration, and fills the- 
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ciled tohim, with refpect to the 
length, degree, and diltinét qual- 
ity of their convictions, and the 
{trength, and bitternefs, of their 
fenlible heart-rifings again{t God, 

in the courfe ef their convictions, 
and the clearnefs of their views, 
and preatnefs of their joys, when 
they were at firft reconciled, yet 
there is a general fimilarity in the 
accounts, which they all, or near- 
ly all, have given of themfelves. 
"They have at firft generally, tho’ 
not univerfally, been principally 
affeéted with a fenfe of their dan- 
ger of the wrath of God, and all 
have reforted to their own works, 
to conciliate his favor, without that 
fubmiffion to him, and reliance on 
Chiift, which the pofpel requires. 
While purfuing this courfe, their 
painful apprehenfions of divine 
wrath have been gradually over- 
balanced, by fucceffive and increaf- 
ing difcoveries of their guilt and ob- 
ttinate depravity of heart, until they 
havefelttheirentire dependence, on 
the fovereign snoovensuied mercy 
of God, to renew their hearts. 
While in this fituation, they have 
gene rally been fenfible of dreadful 
ene ‘rifings againft God, and his 
government. Some have related 
their feelines, when in thts firua- 
tion, which were too dreadful to 
be repeated. Several have been on 
the borders of defpair. They, 
who have received comfort, look 
back on this, as the feafon of their 
greateit diftrefs of f-al, and it has 
often become fo great, as very 


much to interrupt, al fometimes | 


wholly to deftroy their fieep, la- 
ber and appetite for food.—After 
continuing tor fome time, in this 
fituation, oppreffed with a fenfe of 
their defperate wickednefs ; many 
of them have been fud lealy reliey- 
ed, from the anguilh of their fouls. 
Of thefe, fome have been immedi- 


ately filled with great joy, and ad- 
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miring views of the excellencies 
and perfections of God; every 
thing about them, even dive natural 


creation has appeared new, becaufe® 


declarative of the prefence and a- 
gency of God, which they had 
never before regarded ia this light. 
Others have at firlt on}y experien- 
ced a calm compofure of mind, 
in which, without any fenfible 
heart-rifings againft God, they 
have attentively contemplated his 
character and government—their 
own extreme vilenefs, and his fove- 
reignty in the difpenfations of his 
prace ; they have feen and acknowl- 
edged the juftice and fitnefs of his 
adminillrations, felt themfe!lvcs 
wholly at his difpofal, and confen- 
ted that it fhould be fo ; but atthe 
fame time, had no fenfible exerci- 
{es oreffufions of love, joy or praife, 
did not view themfelves entitled to 
the promifes of the gofpel ; but 
even feared that they were lofing 
their conviétions, and fhould foon 
return to their furmer itupidity. 
This {tate of mind has been gene- 
rally followed, in a few hours, ora 
few days with an admiring {enfe 
of the excellency and glory of 
God, anda fpirit of praife, love 
and comfort in him ; epee 
excited by difcoverics of Chrift 
and the glory of his work of vie 
demption, and the fulnefs and fuf- 
ficiency of his falvation, and at 
other times, by a view of the di- 
vine law, and the other various 
manifeftations, which God has 
made of his perfections. Thofe 
exercifes have fuogelled to their 
minds ae hope that they are now 
orn of God, cf this however 
none have appeared very confidert 
at flit ; but their hopes have been 
expreffed with caution, and have 
often been feeble and intermitting, 
and as theirreligious exercifes have 
been by turns more or lefs fervent, 
and in their view produétive of 
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obedience, their hopes have in- 
creafed or dirainifhed. 

Many of them have obferved, 
that the happinefs, which they have 
pofleffed in religious exercifes, in 
refpe& to purity and fublimity, 
greatly exceedsall the finfulpleaf- 
ures that they ever enjoyed. They 
appear to delight exceedingly in 
God, and their religion is to them 
a refrefhing featt. 

A. number of thofe, whofe ex- 
ercifes have been here defcribed, 
were formerly oppofed to the doc- 
trines of God’s decrees, and par- 
ticular election; but are now, with- 
out any exception convinced of 
their truth and importance, and of 
the total depravity of the natural 
heart. ‘Two or three were incli- 
ned to univerfalifm; but have now 
abandoned thofe opinioas, and 
view them as falfe and pernicious: 
One in particular was a confirmed 
univerfalift, and had been fo for 
fome years. Heis a man, about 
forty years of age, of a determi- 
ned fpirit, difpofed to be confident 
in his own opinion, and to give lit- 
tle heed to the opinions of others, 
in mattersof religion. I fhall here 
give an abfiradt of the account, 
which he gave me of himfelf. “I 
* was,’ faid he, * a real univer- 
‘ falift, and fully believed thofe 
fentiments. After the awaken- 
ing began, I had fome converfa- 
tion with a religious neighbor on 
the fubject, and left him with a 
fenfible inquietude on my mind : 
‘ IT went home, took my bible for 
relief, and turned to thofe texts, 
* which I had long confidered as 
a full proof of my fentiments ; 
but on carefully reading and con- 
fidering them, they did not ap- 
pear fo conclufive as they had 
‘ done. I knew that I had no re- 
ligion myfelf, and I determined 
I would now attend to it, and 
repent, and belicye on 
Vou. I. No. 1. 
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which I conceived could be eafj- 
ly accomplithed, fo that I might 
be fafe, even though my fenti- 
ments, concerning the falvation 
of all men, fhould not prove true. 
I fet about the work, butin a 
few days relapfed into my old 
carelefs habits. A reflcefion on 
this gave me fome alarm, and I 
refolved, and entered on the bu- 
finefs again and again, but to no 
better cffeét than before, until at 
length, I felt, in fome meafure, 
my dependence on God, to ena- 
ble me to keep my refolutions. 
All this time, my cenfidence in 
univerfalifm gradually weakened. 
I now had muchanxietyand con- 
cern of mind for feveral weeks 3 
but remained oppofed to the doc- 
trines of the entire depravity of 
the carnal heart, divine fovereign- 
ty and election ; till on a certain 
day, as I was alone, on fome bu- 
finefs ata diftance from my houfe, 
God cifcovered to me my own 
heart to that degree, that for a 
confiderable time, I can have no 
recolieQtion of any circumitance 
or object about me. My atten- 
tion was fo entirely fwailowed up, 
by the dreadful difcoveries of my 
own heart, that I know of noth- 
ing elfe, which pafled in my 
mind, until at length, I found 
myfelf proftrate on the earth. 
I left the bufinefs on which I 
went out undone, and returned 
home, with an heavy load on my 
mind, and was unable to do any 
bufinefs for feveral days. I got 
no relief, until feeling my abfo- 
lute dependence on the fovereign 
will of God, to difpofe of me 
as he fhould fee fit, I refigned 
myfelf into his hands, fenfible, 
that if he fhould renew me, I 
fhould be faved ; but if net, and 
if he fhould fend me to hell, he 
would be perfectly juft, and I 


Chrift | © fhould fee ttand know itforever.”” 
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—It was fome days after this, and 
it was after he gave me this account 
of himfelf, that he firft 'egan to en- 
tertain an hope, that he was inter- 
efted in the promifes of the Gof- 
pel, tho’ he had much comfort, 
when he gave me this relation, and 
had fet up the worfhip of God in 
his family, which till this time, he 
had always neglected, and he had 
taken pains to convince one, w om 
he had Jed into the perfuafion that 
all men would be faved; and has 
fince vifited others for the fame 
purpofe. But whether his con- 
verfion be gennine, muft remain to 
be proved by his fruits, and perfe- 
verance in religion. 

To the account given of this 
mn, I will fubjoin that of anoth- 
er—a man about fifty-fix years of 
age, who had no great fhare of 
ecneral information, or fociability. 
He had been very inattcntive to 
religion, even in fpeculation, and 
had very much neglectct public 
worfliip. When the awakening 
firft beean among us, this man had 
Jet himfelf out at work, in a 
neighboring town ; but after two 
er three months returned. He 
obierved the prec: alteration, that 
had taken place amony the people, 
and was led by it, to refleét on his 
own fintul and miferable condition, 
aid became deeply impreffed with 
a fenfe of hisdangcr. From this 
time, he conflantly attended reli- 
gious meetings, and foon acquired 
fome juit views of the flate of the 
controverfy betwesn God and 
himfelf, and expreffzd his views, 
with much fecling and propriety. 
Not long after, he manifetted a 
{pirit of fubmiffion to God. He 
was then afked whether he was 
willing that God fhould govern all 
things, according to his own good 
pleafure ? He readily anfwered, 
** Yes, thisis what I want.’ It 


was replied, Perhaps if he fhould 
he would cut you off. He an- 
fwered, * Well, IL won’t find 
‘ fault with him if he does; I 
‘ won’t fay, I fubmit, and then 
‘ find fault with him, becaufe he 
‘ does not do with me, as I with 
‘he would.” He faid thefe 
things, with an emphafis and ex- 
preflion, which cannot be copied, 
and which apparently befpoke the 
feclings of his heart. He remain- 
ed for feveral weeks rejoicing in 
God, and in his government, and 
in the doétrines and duties of the 
Gofpel. lis countenance was 
cheerful, and even his natural abil- 
ities, efpecially for free, focial 
converfation, feemed to be enlarg- 
ed; altho’ at the time, he had no 
idea, or hope that he was a real 
Chriftian, or was entitled to the 
promifes. His ferious neighbors 
indeed confidered him as one born 
again, and one of them fuppofing 
by the tenor of his converfation on 
religious fubjects, that doubtlefs he 
confidered himfelf a convert, re- 
guefted him to ftate the reafons, 
which made him fuppofe, or hope 
that he was a Chriftian. He re- 
plied, * I don’t think I am one— 
‘ IT have no idca that Iam; but 
© Thope I fhall be.””? Mention was 
made to him of the gracious prom- 
ifes, which God had made to fuch 
as would caft themfcives upon his 
mercy. Heanfwered, * 1 choofe 
‘he fhould do with me as he 
* thinks fit.’? Since that time by 
comparing his exercifes with the 
word of God, he has conceived 
an humble hope that he has real re- 
ligion ; and he continues to poflefs 
much joy and comfort, at the fame 
time that a fenfe of his own vile- 
nefs and unworthinefs increafes up- 
on him. But he now fays that “a 
* fenfe of his vilenefs, neither in- 





terrupts his happinefs, nor leads 
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him to dread the day of judg- , 


«ment, for his hopes are in Chrilt 
€ alone !”’ 
I have obferved, that altho’ but 
a {mall proportion of the heads of 
families among us were profefiors 
of religion, yet about two thirds 
of thofe, who have now bccome 
apparent converts, are the children 
of fuch parents —that little more 
than one third are above thirty 
years of ape—and that the num- 
ber of the females is almoft double 
to the males. Yet I hope there 
are numbers, who are reconciled 
to God, with whom I have had no 
opportunity for particular conver- 
fation ; and fo the number of con- 
verts may be greater, and the pro- 
portion as to age, fex and family 
may be different from that which 
13 “en mentioned. And on the 
other hand, if fome of thofe, 
whom we now charitably hope are 
Chriftians, fhould apoftatize from 
their profeflion, it ought not to 
furprife us, or bring an evil report 
on this great and good work of 
God; for our Lord has fore- 
warned us, that fome fhall be like 
fced fown upon ftony ground.— 
And there have been many in all 
ages, who have come unto the 
marriage-fealt, without a wedding 
garment. But wehope betterthings 
of them all, and things that accom. 
pany falvation, tho’ we thus fpeak. 
And W ane we re} oice in a of 
ioauil le for the rae ndorenarie 
of the people, who yet undoubt- 
edly remain in fearful bondage to 
fin and death. 
he Lord grant that his pra- 
cious prefence ‘and power may con- 
tinue with us—that the children 
of God may be more abundantly 
fanétiticd—that converts may be 
greatly multiplicd, and prove real 
converts to Godan id all the peo- 


gle have great joy and peace in! 
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believingon the Lord Jefus Chrift. 


AmeEN. 


Iam, &c. 
Jonatuan Mirier. 


LETTER II. 
From the Rev. Samurt F. Mitre 
of Torringford, flate of Cor- 


necicut. 


Torringford, Litchfield county. 
GENTLEMEN, 
N the latter end of Auyuf 
1798, unufual religious ap- 
pearances commenced in this place, 
efpecially among the young people. 
They met weekly by themfelves. 
Their number conftantly increai- 
ed, until it was found that a private 
room would not contain them. 
They then repaired to the meetin 
houfe, where they prayed, fang, 
and conveied on religious fubjedts. 

An event fo extraordinary, ex- 
cited a fpirit of general enquiry 
throughout the fociety, and feve- 
ral weeks, and even months paf- 
fed away, while as yet one was 
fcarce able to decide whether any 
very deep, or powerful imprcficns 
were on their minds, or not, 
lefs in a very few inftances. 

In the mean time an unufual fo- 
lemnity appeared on the counte- 
nances of the people in general. 
And thofe who antecedently to all 
this, had been much in prayer to 
God for a day of his divine pow- 
er, ** thanked God, and took 
courage.” Of courfe, conference 

more general na- 
ture, were appointed ; and crowds 
were wont to afiemble at fuch {ea- 
fons. 

Thus things pafled on, with but 
few inf fences of hopefu 11 ~conver- 
fions, until about middle of 
the following winter. 

While our hopes, and our fears, 
had thus long been very fenfibly 
excited, by turns, as appcarances 
varied, at this memorable period, 
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it pleafed the great Head of the 
Church in a very peculiar manner, 
to fhow forth his prefence. and 
power in the-midit of the people. 
So extraordinary a feafon, for 
weeks, and we may fay, for 
months we never witnefled. An 
anfwer to the enquiry, Whether 
the Lord was indeed among us, or 
rot, was now attended with no 
dificulty. The minds of many 
were preatly agitated, and unufual 
attention was paid to means of 
inftruction. In the time of this ex- 
traordinary vifitation, a goodly 
number of the people, obtained 
hope of their reconciliation to God. 

Having made this general ftate- 
ment, I thall now defcend to fome 
particular obfervations. 

I. Ivis worthy of particular no- 
tice, that the work has been car- 
ried on with remarkable regularity. 
Little or nothing has been difcov- 
ered, of wild enthufiafm, or dif- 
order. The fubje&ts of the work, 
have been as able, and ready in 
any ftage of it, to inform of the 
ground of their diitrefs, as a pa- 
tient to tell what part of his body 
was in pain. This perhaps, may 
account for it (in meafure,) that 
there has been fo little open op- 
pofition to the work. Such as 
wifhed to cenfure and reproach it, 
were confounded. Jt may be ob- 
ferved, 

If. As to the nature of the 
work, that it has been fuch, in the 
courfeand iffueot it,as wonderfully 
to difplay divine power, and grace, 
and to bring out to view the hu- 
man heart. The fubjeéts of it in 
the firft flages of their concern, 
have generally been filled with fur- 
prife and aftonifhment at them- 
felves, and their pa(t lives. And 
feeing themfelves in danger, have 
formed refolutions, and entered on 
meafures to amend their fituation. 
When led to a more full difcovery, 





oftheir own hearts, and toanincreaf- 
ing conviction, of the impofhbil- 
ity of ever obtaining relief, in 
their own way, they have felt very 
fenfibly difturbed. They have 
been ready to plead in their own 
defence, while they dared to do 
it, that they could do no more 
than they could—that they never 
made their own hearts—and_ that 
it was out of their power to change 
them—they have contended alfo 
again{t God, for fhowing mercy to 
others, while they were left—and 
even for giving them exiltence. 
But as their convittions increafed, 
they became fenfible of the dread- 
ful obf{tinacy of their own hearts, 
and found themfelves growing worfe 
and worfe, till finally all hope du- 
appeared, except what arofe from 
the foyereign grace of God—from 
the confideration that he could, 
and that he would have mercy, on 
whom he would havemercy. They 
found their hearts fo much oppo- 
fed to God, to his law, and to the 
pofpel, as to fee that nothing fhort 
of divine power could ever fubdue 
them. In the midit of all this, 
their proud and obftinate fpirits 
would rife apaiaft that very fove- 
reign grace, which fecured them 
from utter defpair, and contained 
their only remaining hope, of ef- 
caping divine wrath. Butne foon- 
er were they led to a difcovery of 
the juftice of God in their con. 
demnation—to fee and to feel that 
the Jaw was right and holy, and 
hell their proper place, than they 
found their mouths fhut, and their 
complaints at anend. They have 
readily acknowledged, that God 
would be glorious in executing fen- 
tence againit them. ‘hus have 
they been brought to refign then 
felves cheerfully, without any re- 
ferve into the hands of Ged, to 
be difpofed of as may be moft for 
his glory—rejoicing that they were, 
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and might be, in the hands of fuch 
an holy, juft and wife God, let 
their future fituaticn be what it 
might. 
them fuch like expreffions as thefe, 
‘The character of God has ap- 
‘peared inexpreflibly beautiful, 
“even inthe view of his pronoun- 
‘cing fentence againft me.’ ‘I 
* with thatothers might praife God, 
‘ though I fhould perifh.’ 

It has been no uncommon thing 
for the fubjects of the work, whofe 
chief diftrefs and anxiety antcce- 
dently arofe from a fenfe of their 
being in the hands of God, unex- 
pectedly to find themfelves rejoic- 
ing in thatvery contideration—con- 
templating the glory, and happi- 
nefs of God, as an obje& of high- 
erconfequence, and more precious 
than their own perfonal falvation, 
and all this, while as yet, they 
have had no idea of having experi- 
enced any faving change of heart. 

They havein'variousinftancesap- 
parently rejoiced in God’s fuprem- 
acy, andin being at his difpofal, 
calmly leaving their cafe to his 
wife and holy decifion, and have 
converfed in a language to which 
they never before were accuftomed, 
and have gained the favorable opin- 
ion of others, while they have 
had no fuch thought refpeéting 
themfelves. Inflead of this, jeal- 
oufies have often been excited in 
their minds, (on finding themfelves 
fo calm and peaceful,) that God 
had Jeft them—that their concern 
was over, and have wilhed it to re- 
turn again. And when at length 
reflecting on their views and feel- 
ing or by converfing with oth- 
ers, they have ventured to entcr- 
tain fome feeble hope about them- 
felves, it has been in various in{tan- 
ces, of fhort continuance. Within 
the courfe of a few days, or per- 
laps a fhorter period, they have 
had fuch an overwhelming fenfe of 
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the extreme finfulnefs, and cor- 
ruption of their own hearts, as to 
be ready to conclude it to be ut- 
terly impofhble, that they fhould 
have any grace. ‘This may ac- 
count for a remark frequently 
made by themfelves, and circula- 
ted by others, that they had given 
up their hope. 

In confequence of becoming re- 
conciled to the divine charaé¢ter, 
law and fovereignty, to which be- 
fore they were {9 much oppofed ; 
the chara@er and work ot Chrift, 
have been wont to appear unfpeaka- 
bly glorious and beaviiful, as 
magnifying the divine law, and 
opening a way for the acceptance 
of finners in fuch a manner, as 
glorifies God and exalts the grace 
and work of Chrift, and Jays them 
proftrate at his feet. 

The great and effential differ- 
ence, between their former and 
prefent views and feclings, has 
very fenfibly affected their own 
minds, as well as the minds of 
others ; efpccially, in thofe inftan- 
ces in which they had antecedently 
difiinguifhed themfelves, by their 
oppofition to the do&rine of de- 
crees, divine fovereignty, the ab- 
folutre dependence of the creature 
on God, and his univerfal provi- 
cence, and the duties of uncondi- 
tional fubmiffion, and difintercfled 
affegtion. ‘To find themfelves now 
attached to thofe very doétrines 
ana duties, and Jamenting their 
former biindnefs, has ferved to ex- 
cite peculiar admiration and grat- 
tude. 

III. It may perhaps be proper 
to notice, that the great Head of 
the Ciurch, has by no means con- 
fined himfelf in the difplay of 
his grace to perfons ‘of any partic- 
ular rank or age. Children and 
young people, of both fexes, and 
heads of families, of different 


. . fal 
ages, and, in one or two initances, 
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foch as were far advanced in life, 
are among the number who hope | 


though once they were blind, that 


new they fee. 

The imprefiions were fuch on 
the minds of the children, in dif- 
ferent fchocls, as led them to lay 
afide their cultomary diverfions a ad 
fometimes to pafstheir intermifiions 
in prayer, reading, or religious con- 
verfation, among t themfelves. Such 
as were capable, requefted it asa 
privilege, that they might be allow- 
ed at {chool to read in their bibles. 
Several of the fcholars obtained 
hope refvecting themfeives, fome 
under 12 years of age, but the 
greatcft numberbetween 12and 18 

IV. The uniformityevery where 
obfervable, as to the views, and 
excrcifes of the fubjects of the 

j 
iy to be noticed, both antecedent 
to their obtaining relief, as well 
as afterwards. Mott gencrally, 
let any perfon become informed in 
refpect to a fingle inftance, of the 
views and feclings of afinner, un- 
der concern, and of his confequent 
exercifes, and different views, and 
apprehenfions, and he would for 


fubliance lemme what others could 
fay. The fame excufes, pleas, 


cavils and ‘gain. againtt the 
doctrines and precepts of the gof- 
pol, while under convidiion, and 
the fame kind of fubmufion, when 
brought to a cheerful furrendery 
of themfelves to God which were 
found in one cafe were to be look- 
ed for in another. ‘Fo find pertons 
who never converfed, one with the 
other, communicating the fame 
teas, has been very ftriking to 
nany. And it ought tobe partic. 
ularly obferved he ‘re, that this is 
not the caf, merely in neighbor. 
! or focieties ; but in diftant 
Terent quarters, wherever 
the work has fpread, amonoft 
thofe who never faw or heard of | 
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each other. The obfervations al- 
ready made refpedting the nature of 
the work in this fociety, apply 
with equal truth to other focieties, 
fo faras canbe known, both far 
and near. All are made to drink 
into one fpirit, and to fpeak one 


language. After ail, 


V. It is by no means pretended 
that the wheat is wholly free from 
a mixture of tares, or that all 
who entertain hope of themfe!ves, 
are really friends to Chrift. The 
parable of the fower may doubt- 
lefs be applied, in a greater or lefs 
degree ; and it is to be feared, 


| that move or Iefs will finally wither 
| away. Sufficient to fuch a day is 
' the evil thereof. It is very grati- 
| fying to the friends of Zion, that 
| there are fo few initances of this 
svork, is a circumftance particular- | 


nature, where apparent evidence 
of a change of heart has been ex- 
hibited. One obfervation farther. 
Vi. It is conceived, and it is 
thought no more than proper to ac- 
knowledge it, that the meafures 
which have been adopted by the 
ftace, tor the fpread ef the gofpel ; 
the addrefs from the General 
Affembly, recommending a more 
careful obfervation of the { abbath 
—theregulations refpecting {chools 
—together with various late publi- 
cations, have been employed under 
providence, to promote and {pread 
this great and glorious work, which 
God hath already wrought, and is 
{till accomplifhing. Yours, 
Samuey J. Mitts. 
(To be continued.) 





Letter from the Rev. Dr. Hasress 
of London, to his Corre/pondent 
in Connedicut. 

Dear Broruer, 


HE kind mention you make 
of me in your letter affeéts 


ime. ‘tho unknown, we often 


meet as brethren betore him who 
hath the refidue of the fpirit, and 
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go not empty away. I wifh to )dulations of the pool till it fhall 


have a memorial in the hearts of 
my brethren, unworthy as I an, | 
and lefs than the leaft of all the 
mercies I am receiving from him. | 
I efteem it among thofe efpecially 
to be acknowledged that he hath 
affociated me among a body of the 


moft faithful and zealous of this | 
land, where if I fill the loweft | 


place I fhould think I had not lived 
in vain. My heart is indeed 
in their work, and I only regret 
that my ability to ferve the glorious 
caufe is fo 'difproportionate to my 
defires. Hitherto the Lord in- 
deed hath been gracioufly pleafed 
to profper our efforts beyond our 
molt fanguine expeAations, and to 
demonitrate, to the reprocf of our 
fears and unbelief, that the excel- 
lency of the power is of him and 


not of us, and that he can out of 


| ern ocean,* 


the mouths of thofe as fecble as | 


babes and fucklings {till perfect his 
praife. 

It revives our inmott fouls to fee 
the {preading of the facred flame in 


America, and the bleffed hope, | 


that roufed from the torpor of ap- 
athy, we are all beginning to feel 
the value of thofe fouls that the 
fon of God came down to fave by 


and enable you to lengthen the 
cords and {trengthen the {takes of 
the true tabernacle, in which all 
that love our Lord Jefus Chrift in 
fincerity may meet to worfhip him 
in fpirit and in truth, and with uni- 
ted efforts go forth to feek the 
Heathen for his inheritance, and 
the uttermolt parts of the earth 
for his poffeflion. Between the 
Allegany mountains and the Co- 
lumbia river, which we hope cre 


long to vifit, there will be a glorious | 


| came with him, 


es accompany, 


a perfe& knowledgeofthe language. 
his own moft precious blood. ‘The | 


Lord increafe you more and more, | 


| yor we have 


fpace to traverfe, ull we meet, in | 


What point whocantell! But I truft 
the ound will fpread like the un- 
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reach from the welt to the eaft and 
from the caft to the welt. 
You have ere this feen our Mife 
| fienary Journal,and our Magazines 
have informed you of the great and 
unexpected impreflion made thro’- 
out all Proteftant kingdoms, and 
you will be refrefhed as we have 
been bytheircorrefpondence. ‘The 
increafing vigorous exertions to 
{pread the gofpelin England & Scot- 
landarenolefsremarkable. You will 
have heard how foon the Lord fur- 
nifhed us for the equipment of the 
Duff,and with the faithful who have 
we hope ere this reached the place 
of their deitination in the South- 
as well as the fecond 
body gone to attempt the Caffre 
nation, and penetrate, if the Lord 
opens the way further into = 
We would not let the prefent yea 
pafs without further cxertions, on 
re now deeply employed in pre- 
paring a large miflion of thirty per- 
fons or upwards for the Sandwich 
Iflands and Marquefas, whom Mr. 
Crook andthe Marqucf2 youth who 
and is now under 
inoculation ig if the Lord pleaf- 
he having acquired 


It is with wonder and adoration 
to acknowledge how the 
vor of the faith ful hath 
us, as you will fee by 
our annual account ; and every fa- 
alked from our ru- 
ling powers has been granted with 
the moft perfect readinefs. We 
have indeed fome {till refufing to 
acknowledge the hand of God. 
Enmity and bisotry will never be 
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* From the hittery of the Loudon 
Mifionary Society, contained in the 
preceding pages it will be feen that 
the buf was captured by a French 
Privateer, news of which was not re- 
ceived at the time this letter was wris- 
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buried while the feed of the fer- 
pent remains, but we have the 
greateft reafon to praife the good 
hand of our God over us for good, 
who hasfoprofpered our poor endea- 
vours, that thofe are now filent who 
fuppofed ifa fox went up it would 
throw down the wall we built. 
Now few refufe to acknowledge 
that the thing is of the Lord, ana 
thofe 6f the evangelical clergy who 
refufed to afflociate with us have 
affuciatedamong themfelves to con- 
fine their effortsto Africa and A fia. 
God {peed the plough ! If the 
work be but done they that love 
him will rejoice in it. It will give 

e, dear fir, unfeigned delight to 
communicate to my brethren fome 
tidinos from you that you ateindi- 
vidually exciting yourfelves to 
fpread the gofpel around you, and 
as a Mifhonary body making fome 
vigorous efforts to fend out chofen 
men, whofe zeal aad paticnce may 
enable them to furmount all the 
difcouragements which they may 
mect among the Heathen. 

‘he children of God are all one 
houfehold. ‘The Atlantic flowing 
between igen not cur united 
hands and hearts from cordially 
meeting in this work of faith and 
labor of | love. Will you make 
my humble falutations to all that 
among you labor in word and 
cofirine, and are willing to {pend 
and be fpent in the fervice of im- 
mortal fouls. Shall I intreat a 
kind remembrance in your prayers, 
fora poor finner that is feeking 
the falvation of his own foul and 


~ 


longing for that of others without 
partiality to the color of t! red fin 
or the place of | 
your affectionate 


bend 


their abode, and 
brother in oe 
HAWEIS. 


. S. Wewith amore frequent 
Pesta with your fociety, 
that we m: ay hear oftener of yo 


iii 


Letter from a Young Woman. 








{Jury, 


progrefs and be animated by your 
exertions. 


London, June 26, 1799. 





A letter from a Young Woman to 
her Paflor, giving fome account 
of the exercifes of ber mind. 


March 1, 1800. 


Very dear and worthy Pafler, 
Ccording to your requelt I 
will now attempt to give you 
fome particular account of myfelf. 
But where fhall I begin? Shall I 
defcribe to you the different exer- 
cifes of mind thatI paffed through ? 
that would be impoflible. For 
more than three months I almoft 
defpaired of ever feeing the face of 
God in peace ; and was often led 
to think I was made for the very 
purpofe of being miferable,and that 
it was decreed from all eternity 
that 1 fhould perifh forever. IL 
thought myfelt to be perfect ly ftu- 
pid aol hardened, left entirely to 
myfelf. I faw that I could do 
nothing to help myfelfin the leaft 
degree—that | was in the hands cf 
a fovereign God, and that he would 
do juft as he pleafed with me. 
This I could not endure. I+ criev- 
ed me to think that I could do 
nothing to fave myfelf, and I often 
thought that I was dealt hardly 
by, that God required more of 
me than I was able to perform. I 
felt oppe fed to God and holinefs. 
My heart rofe againft the bible. 
I could find nothing in it but what 
was again{t me, and for that rea- 
fon I dreaded to read it. Altho’ 
I was fenfible I never could be 
happy with fuch a heart as mine, 
yet my averfion to holinefs was fo 
ereat that I rather chofe annihila- 
tion. I found that inilead of grow- 
ing better I grew worfe ; that my 
heart was altogether vile, and that 
I cid nothing ~ but fin. I thought 
that the loager I lived the more 
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fin I fhould commit, and confe- 
quently the greater would be my 
mifery. I longed for death, but 
dreaded the fatal confequences. I 
faw nothing in this world for which 
I withed to live—I faw nothing 
that I wifhed to die for, unlefs it 
were to get out of this wretched 
world. But I could not expect to 
find a better one. I fometimes 
flattered myfelf with hopes of 
mercy. I had heard that Ged 
was infinitely merciful, and that 
he had mercy on thoufands as bad 
by nature as myfelf. I thought it 
might be, that he would have mercy 
on me alfo and conquer my proud 
heart. Then again I would blame 
myfelf for fuch daring prefumption. 
Thus I was wretched, but my own 
tormentor. 

O can Lever forget the evening 
of Wednefday Feb. 5, 1800! 
"(hen it was that J bid adieu to all 
hopes of mercy, and looked for 
nothing but an eternity of woe and 
defsair, I faw my heart to be 
completely full of pride and all 
manner of wickednefls. As I was 
going to a religious meeting, I 
aiked myfelf, For what am I go- 
ing to mecting? snd I could 
think of nothing but only to gratify 
pride and curiofity. I thought 
myfe If to be the worft, the vileft 
ot creatures. 1 was confident 
that there never was fuch a mon- 
fier on the earth before, and never 
would be again ;—that I was made 
for no other purpofe but to glorify 
the julticeof God. I thought that I 
had grieved the Holy Spirit, and 
was given over - blindnefs of 
mind and har inefs of heart, and 
that for me pwn remained no 
more facrifice for fia, but fearful 
looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation, that would foon de- 
vour me. I faw others who ap- 
peared to have fome fenfe of eter- 
nal things, but I was like 2 {tone, 

Vor, L. No. 1. 
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infenfible and unconcerned. What 
could I do? What could I do? : 
would gladly have exchanged x 

{elf for any creature in the si * 
however wretched. But that was 
impofible. I withed to die before 
another morning ; and [ entreated 
my maker to call me into eternity 
that very night. Duriag feveral 
days a fovereign God permitted me 
to meet temptations too fhocking 
to relate; but his power mer- 
cifully preferved me. And I 
began to fay co myfelf, how do I 
know but God may change my 
heart on purpofe to difplay his pow- 
er and grace ? 

Thus! continued from Wednef- 
day until the Monday followine, 
in the greateft tumult of mind, ini- 
agining myfelf to be the mott 
wretched and miferable obje& in 
the world. On Monday evening 
I feltan unufual calm in my mind, 
for which I could net account. 
Opening my bible I thought there 
was fomething in it fweet and enpa- 
ping that I never faw before. It 
{eemed as tho’ I could forever read 
it with pleafure —Not that I faw 
any thing for myfelt, but fomething 
glorious in itfelf. After reading 
for fome time I fhut my bible and 
began to ponder upon my own vile- 
nets. ‘Then it was that thef2 blef- 
fed words broke in upon my mind, 
Worthy is the Lamb that was flain. 

Although I felt that I was the 
molt uaworthy of beings, I did 
not fee that to fiand . 1 the ¥ ay. as 
Chritt had fatisfied divine jultice 
and “ made reconciliation for the 
“fins of the people.” I faw that 
he had done enough for me, and 
for every finner ; that he was able 
and willing to fave all who were 
willing to be faved on his terms ; 
thatif I fhould perifh it would b= 
for rejeéting an offered Saviour. 
Chrift appeared to me to be the 
chief among ten thoufands and als 
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together lovely. I rejoiced that 
there was fo glorious a being at 
the head of the univerfe. I was 
fure that he would do perfeétly 
right. I defired that I might have 
no will of my own, but that my 
will might be fwallowed up in the 
Divine will. I faw that God had 
an abfolute right to do with me juft 
as he pleafed, and if he fhould 
fend me to hell I felt as tho’ I 
fhould not complain. I thought I 
would love him if he fhould make 
me miferable. I was willing that 
he fhould take me and difpoie of 
me juft as.he faw fit. It feemed 
to meas tho’ I defired nothing fo 
much as to live to his glory—to | 
ferve him with my whole heart. 
I felt as tho’ I could with pleafure | 
bear any thing that he fhould be | 
pleafed to lay upon me. Thethings | 
of this world appeared lefs than | 
nothing and vanity, when compar- | 
ed with the pearl of price immenfe. 
I defired that this world might have 
no place in my heart—that Jefus | 
might have full poffeffion thereof. 
I wondered that T could ever cef- | 
pair when mercy was fo frec. It 
feemed as tho’ I could tell others | 
where to look for help. OT faw 
fuch glory, fuch Jove in the fuffer- | 
ings of Chrift, that I cannot de- | 
{cribe ! 
Altho’ my views were different | 
from what they ever were before, | 

I fometimes fear that Satan tranf- 
formed himfelf into an angel “| 
| 





light on purpofe to deceive me. 

O he isa fubtle adverfary! He is 

now trying every method in his 

power to undo me, and it feemsas | 
tho’ my own wicked heart was | 
combined with him. 1 beg, dear | 
fir, that you would deal truly | 
and plainly with me, and pray | 
for me that I may not reft fhort of 
Chrift formed in my heart. Iam 
now laying a foundation for eter- 
nity, and what if it be built upon 
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the fand! O may I never, never 
reft fhort of the rock of ages! God 
alone can guide me im the ftraight 
and narrow path that leads to life. 
If I could put my trvft there, all 
would be well. My heart has 
proved a treacherous friend, and 
how dare I truft it again? Why do 
I not rather truft in him who is a- 
ble to keep me fram falling, and to 
prefent me faultlefs before his 
throne with exceeding joy? Taa 
a poor frail worm of the duft, en- 
tirely helplefs. 

If left to myfelf what fhall I 
do? Or rather, what fhall I not 
do? Lhope I am not altogether 
infenfible of the danger to which I 
am expofed. Iam now in a fea- 
fon of life which is attended with 
uncommon temptations. My nat- 
ural temper is gay and airy, and L 


am noteafily turned afide. I live 


in a flattering and enfnaring world, 
furrounded with a thoufand tempt- 
tions. How much do I need 
the protection of Almighty God ! 
I fear that 1 hall be left to turn 
back again. May God of his in- 


| finite mercy prevent it! Be pleaf- 


ed, kind fir, to admonith and in- 


| ftru€t your inexperienced Exiza. 


Forgive me if I have ufed too much 
freedom. 





Memoirs of Mrs. Saraz Srorrs, 


confort of the Rev. Ricwaro 
Sater Storrs, of Longmead- 


ow, Maffachufetis, who died 


January 27, 1798, lat 33- 

MONG the myfterious dif- 
penfations of Providence, 

is to be numbered the death of 
pious and ufeful perfons in the 
prime of their days. Human wif- 
dom would pronounce it beft that 
fuch charaters fhould be continued 
long on the earth ; buta fovereign 
God often teacheth us, by his con- 
du&, thatall our calculations on 
this, as well as on other fubjeéts, 
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are vain. His way is in the fea, 
and his path in the great waters, 
and his footlteps are not known. 
Let us fubmit to his holy will, when 
our brighteft earthly profpeas are 
darkened, and our faireft hopes 
are deftroved. We are nowin a 
ftate of trial ; and can know but 
little. The full revelation of God’s 
righteous judgment is referved to 
the future world. He will, here- 
after, Jay open every part of his 
government, before the intelligent 
creation, in fo clear a manner, as 
will abundantly fatisfy his faithful 
fervants, and All their mouths with 
praife. 

Mrs. Storrs, was daughter of 
Rev. Noah Willifton, of New- 
Haven. In her childhood, her 
mother was removed by death. 
Her furviving parent did not labor 
in vain for her immortal kappinefs. 
fle cannot be unmindful of his 
obligation to render thanks that the 
father of mercies, was pleafed to 
imprefs inftruétion and counfel upon 
her heart in early youth. Atthe age 
of Fifteen fhe was hopetuily renew- 
ed in the fpirit of her mind, and 
made a public profeflion of religion; 
of which fhe wasan ornament to the 
clofe of life.—She was married to 
the Rev. Richard Salter Storrs, 
Otober 12th, 1785; and was 
the mother of feven children ; five 
of whom are ftill living. 

She pofleffed a mind much above 
the common levcl—and penetrated 
into characters and fubjeéts with 
fingular difcernment. Few per- 
fons were fo well acquainted with 
the dogtrines ef the gofpel ; and 
difcovered fo correét a talte in judg- 
ing of the merit of public perform- 
ances. 

She was able to appear with dig- 
nity in any circle ; and, by her 
modeft and amiable behaviour, 
commanded eltcem from all ranks 
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conciliating in her manners, the 
was addreffed by all with a confi- 
dence which was expreflive of their 
refpe& and love. She mingled, 
with peculiar pleafure, with every 
col'eétion where the truths and du- 
ties of Chriftianity were the theme 
of cenverfation. With her inti- 
mate friends fhe entered into free 
difcourfe on the religious exercifes 
of her mind ; and while fhe was 
far fromaffuming any pre-eminence, 
fhe was admired for her rare at- 
tainments in divine knowledge. 
Thofe who were favored with her 
fociety cannot forget, with what 
fatisfaction fhe appeared to dwell 
on the perfection and glory of God’s 
government, afd the wonders of 
fovereign grace. Her heart was 
wrapped up in thefe and like fub- 
jects. She gloried in the crofs of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom 
the world was crucified unto her, 
and fhe unto the world. 

High as were her improvements 
in piety, fhe appeared, both in her 
words and actions, to confider her 
attainments as very fmall. She 
faw, and lamented, her want of 
greater conformity to the laws and 
example, of her Lord and mafter. 
Were fhe permitted to fpeak to us 
fromthat worldtowhichfheis gone, 
fhe would forbid a farviving friend 
to reprefent her chara¢ter as fault- 
lefs. She did not feek to difcover 
the imperfections of others ; her 
eye was fixed upon her own. She 
was remarkably free from a bitter 
and cenforious fpirit. Inher treat- 
ment of her tellow-Chriitians, the 
words of the Apoflle appeared to 
be engraven on her heart-—* Why 
doit thou izdge thy brother ? or 
why doft thou fet at nought thy 
brother ? for we muit all ftand be- 
fore the judement-feat of Chrift.”” 

Mrs. Storrs did not fpend her 
time in reading books wlach copy 
from the imagination, rather than 





Ei 

, 

i ' 

on ae 

rir 

nt : 

| : : 
i ‘ ’ 

” x ae, | 

Beg! 

ere 

7 ; 

i . 

eS 

w if 

















36 


real life. Thofe writings were her 
entertainment, which are adapted 
to inform the underitanding, and 
to mend the heart. She read the 
holy {criptures with ferious atten- 
tion, and peculiar delight ; and 
con{tantly, and devoutly, attended 
on all divine in{titutions. She de- 
voted her talents to the feivice of 
God. It was her aim to live to 
his glory ; and to withhold no ex- 
ertion, in her power, to promote 
the caufe of piety and virtue. She 
fcught for convenient feafons to 
counfel the youth of her own fex 
in particular, to fecure the unfading 
charms of true religion. She re- 
joiced were any ap- 

earances favorable to the enlarge- 
ment of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 
Such times, were times of refirefh- 
ing to her foul. 

She was diligent in bufinefs and 
Jaborious, perhaps to a fault, con- 
fidering her delicate frame. She 
attended to her domettic concerns 
with unwearied afliduity ; and 
made the numerous vifitants at her 
houfe eafy and happy. 
ed not her eli, that her beloved 
}ufband might not be entangled 
with the affairs of this life; but 
ght sive himfelf wholly to his 

pier t work. 
” She was a pattern of the conju- 
and parental virtues. 
heart of her hufband did fafely 
truft in her, and fhe miniftered to 
hiis comfort and ufefulncfs all the 


a ees 
wien tauere 


¢ il 


cays of herlife. With cheerful- 
nefs fhe bore his burdens, ana 


trove torelicve him from ani 
and to encouiage activity 
ind zeal in his facred employment. 
—VHrom what has been faid of her 
evident that flie 
was well formed for the {tation in 
which Providence placed her.— 
She difcovered decp concern for 
che welfare of her children, and 
teryently prayed that Chrift might 


ety, 
him to 


charaGter, it is 


Memoirs of Mrs. Storrs. 





She fpar- | 
| tal, 
| that fl 
| lieved. 
| near, her hope was tt ronger, and 
| in her laft moments 
'}edon her foul 
The 
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be formedin them. She ufed of. 
ten to obferve, that it appeared to 
her of very {mall importance, 
whether they were rich or poor, 
erin high or low ftations, in the 
world, when compared with their 
ferving God on earth, and enjoy- 
ing him in heaven. 

The berevolence of this excel- 
lent woman was difplayed in her 
conduét towards all eal her ; 
and fhe took part in their joys and 
forrows. Sympathy with the af- 
flisted, and miuniticence to the 
needy, formed diftinguifhed traits 
in her character. 

Mrs. Storrs was frequently vil- 
ited with threatening bodily infir- 
mitics inthe lalt years of her life. 
Under thefe fhe manifefted fub- 
mifiion to Divine Providence ; and 
confirmed the finccrity of her pro- 
fefiion by her patience and fortitude. 
She appeared ferene and theerful, 
while her friends were much alarm- 
ed in fear of the event which now 


| fills them wich forrow. 


During the progre {s of the con- 
fumptive diforder which proved fa- 
‘fhe gave abundant 
1¢e knew whom fhe 


evidence 
had be- 


As her ce sparture drew 


heaven dawn- 
iarkable 


favored with 


with re 


brightaefs.  LDeing 


| the uninterrupted Dott of rea- 


fhe employed her time in 
fpeaking of the ‘warts and glory 
of Chrift, and in giving fuitabie 
counfels to all around her. Her 
decline was rapid ior a few of the 
faft days of b er lite. Her ftrength 
failed, and fhe could feldom com- 
muuaicate her thoughts but in whif- 
pers. When in her Jaft agonics, 
which were very painful, fine faid 
o thofe prefent—** Tam going I” 
A few minutes before fhe expired, 
when the byftanders did not expect 
to hear another word from her 


fon, 





ata 


a 
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mouth, to their furprife the fpoke 
with a clear and loud voice, tri- 
umphing in the “pee of her 
Redeemer, and in the riches and 
glory of his grace—** He comes ! 
*—My Lord and my God !—Fiow 
‘clear, how ravifring the Sight § 
© His countenance, O low comely |” 
—She was afked whether fhe was 
impatient to be gone? She anfwer- 
ed, with great emphafis— No /— 
© But it muft be defirable to one in 
¢ fuch diftrefs, to join in the enjoy- 
‘ ments and employments of the pure 
© and bleffed above.’ On being 
afked, whether the profpeét did 
not brighten, as fhe drew near to 
eternity ? She replicd—* The more 
‘it is contemplated, the more rav- 
‘ifbing and glorious it appears !” 
After making a fhort paufe, fhe 
broke out—** Self-righteau/nefs is 
‘the bane of the Chr “iftian fun 
© qwill go in the Strength of the Lorp 


‘Gon, making mention of his righi- | 


© confness, and Ins only £? She was 
atlen, { 
wt 


Chriftian hope appe ired fuficientiy 
PM 


broad ? She reps hed, —*s Dr sad Ce | 


; iow 
. ndug) ‘am Broa l eng uel) fu—ft 1s 


P Gop IIMSELE (—1) free ont f— | 
«I fou!l praife God for free grace 
<s 


Mhefe were he r fa! 

words which c er i be diftinely 
heard. Ter lips foon scifed to 
niove, ind as we truft fhe obtained 
a reicafe from fin and Aisa and 


la efei ‘nity tag 


entered into the joy of her I, 

She died at nine o’clock on Sater- 
day evening, and as we believe 
went to the cnjoyments of the ev 
evlating Sabbath which remaincth 
eople of God. 

© Jefus can make 2 dying-bed 
* Feel foft a " 


% serie ‘SP tte ; , 
While on his breaft i lean my head, 


or ° 
to tic \’ 


3 ncareiee et ’ ° 
» GOWLY pluowos ol : 


* And breathe my hile out fweetly 
§- there.” 
DB. 
At a meeting of the General Afjoct- 
‘ 
? 4 Si vio ne {lann ‘7 
rs 


ro}, 40 the _ lation of ! 
wh wthive Ic 2OUNGATION , 
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at Norfolk, tne third t uefday of 
June, 18co— 


(OMMUNICATIONS from 
be the members of the Gene- 
ral Aiiclaion, relating to the flat 
of religion bine called for, an- 
{wers were given to the following 
qucitions :— 


= ee 


Whether there is any fpecial at 

tention to religion in any of the 

churches of your diltri@ ? 

| 2. Whether there is general union 
and harmony in the churches tu 
your diftsist ? 

3. What number of vacancies 
each diftrictt, and in what flae 
with refpeA to union ? 

|4. What inttances of removal by 

death or otherwife, or fettle- 

ment of paftors have taken place 
fince the laft General Affocia- 


tion. 





oe ee ee 


The report of the members of 
the Affociati ion happily evinces the 
{tate of religion and of oer church- 
es to be more encouraging than at 


y awlee a9 fatal 

any preceding pe tod fo: many 
fal "gf 

ycars pales efvecia! ly in regard to 

: arveraleanine ind re m4 a 

the awak MnP ¢ “4 rene wing Ties i- 


ences of the tp: init on the hearts cf 
finncrs in various places 3 the pu- 
rity of the work, and the hz armony 
which is gencrally prevalent i in our 
‘churches. For thefe things we 
| defire humbly to bow the knee in 
thankfeiving to the God of ail 
grace asthe fovereign giver of fo 
Be at abr wang, and to wart on 
him in feithand prayer for fil 
ereater and more extenfive influ- 


ences of his grace, and engage for 


| curiclycs ia our holy muni! try to 
| pericvere ia prayer for t outpour- 
inv of the divine fririt and the 


profperity of Zion, 
s ¢ 


ah eee Mie 
THE following perfons were 


chofen a committee to pive certifi- 





cates to minitle 


ers travelling from 
P = . a 
Connecticut to other flates. “The 


a 
i) ; 
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Rev. Nathan Perk'ns for Hartford 
Morth Affociation, the Rey. Wil- 
Jum Robifon for Hartfor? South, 
the Roy. Benjamin Trumbull v. vd. 
for New-Haven Welt, the Rev. 
Samuel Eells tor New-Haven Eatt, 
the Rev. Fofeph Strong for New- 
London, the Rev. Jfaac Lewis 
p v. for Fairfield Wett, the Rev. 


David Ely for Fairfield Eaft, the | 


Rev. Mofes C. Welch for Wind- 
ham Welt, the Rev. Andrew Lee 
for Windham Eaft, the Rey. Sam- 
vel F. Mills for Litchfield North, 
the Rev. Dan Huntingtoxtor Litch- 
field South, the Rev. Fohn Devo- 
tion fr Middlefex, and the Rev- 
Nathan Willams ov. >. for Tolland 
Affociation. 


THE Rev. Mefirs. Fohn Smal- 
ey, Levi Hart and Samuel Blatch- 
ford were appointed Delegates from 
the General Affociation to the 
Gencral Affembly of the Prefby- 
terian Church. 

The Rev. L/aac Lewis pv. vd. 
was chofen the fecond preacher on 
the evidences of Chri{tianity, the 
evening preceding the next com- 
mencement at New-Haven. 

The Rey. Ammi R. Robbins was 
chofen to preach the Concio ad cle- 
rum. 


THE following plan of con- 
dué& to be obferved towards preach- 
ers from foreign parts, coming to 
this {tate, was approved and adop- 
ted. 

1. When any foreigner of un- 
known character fhall arrive among 
us, appearing in the capacity of a 
gofpel miniiter, on his exhibiting 
te{limonials from fome proper pub- 
lic body, or from fone perfon or 
perfous of good reputation of his 
being qualified, and that he has 
been introduced into the miniftry 
in fuch a manner as the perfon or 


General Affociation. 
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fhall be exhibited fhall judge to be 
regular, and nething appearing in 
his converfation or deportment in- 
confiftent with fuch teftimonials, 
he may be received to minifterial 
communion, and be occafionally 
introduced to our pulpits. 

2. But when any foreigner, as 





above defcribed, thall manifeft a 
defire to refide among us, to fup- 
ply any vacancy, or to be confid- 
ered as a probationer for fettle- 
ment ; previous to his being thus 
employed, he fhall make a: plica- 
tion to the committee of the Affo- 
ciation of the diftriét, exhibit his 
credentials, fubmit to their exam- 





ination in orthodoxy and literature, 
and obtain their written approba- 
tion, to continue ta force till the 
next meeting of the Affociation, 
provided that his conduét in the 
mean time comport with the min- 
ifterial charafter. 

3. Atthe next meeting of the 
Affociation he fhall prefent himfelf 
and obtain a ratification of the do- 
ings of their committee, by exhib- 
iting his credentials, and fubmit- 
ting himfelf as before directed. 

4. Previous to the fettlement of 
fuch an oncin any of our churches, 
he fhall refide at lealta year in the 
vicinity or have been the fame time 
under the direction of fome eccle- 
fiaftical body in conneétion with 
us, and pafs through the ufual trial 


by an ordaining council. 
| 
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ANECDOTES. 
AVID HUME, obferved, 





that all the devout perfons 
he had ever met with were melan- 
choly. On this Bifhop Horne re- 
marked ; This might very proba- 
bly be: fur in the firft place, it is 
moft likely that he faw very few, 
his friends and acquaintance being 


perfons to whom the teitimonials ' of another fort ; and, fecondly, 
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the fight of him would make a de- 
vout man melancholy at any time. 


Lysimacuvus, king of Thrace 
for extreme thirft, offered his king- 
dom to the Getz, to quench it. 
His exclamation, when he had 
drunk is wonderfully ftriking.— 


‘© Ah wretched me! who for fuch_ 


a momentary gratification, have 
loft fo great a kingdom !” How 
applicable this co the cafe of him, 
who, for the momentary pleafures 
of fin, parts with the kingdom of 
Heaven. 


THE learned Grotius, at the 
clofe of life, had fuch a deep fenfe 
of the importance of confulting 
the glory of Gop atall times, and 
of the comparative infignificance 
of all purfuits of a worldly nature, 
that he exclaimed—Proh vitam 
perdidi, nihil operofe agendo! 1 
have fpent my life in laborioufly 
doing nothing ! 





—_ ——_—— 
———— 


—— 





HYMNS. 


The diftrefi2 Sinner finding reft in Chrift. 


MY wounded pained heart, 
What pangs my fpirit feize, 
Dreadful anguith, rendiag {mart, 
O give me, give me eafe ! 
Guilt a reftlefs fury burns 
Waking hell within my breaft 
Horrors freeze my foul by turns 
Depriving me of reft. 


2. God now fees what I have been, 
His juftice ever faw 

All within me guilt and fin, 
Behind a flaming law. 
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Dreadful thought of endlefs woe ! 
All aghaft my foul finks down, 

Trembling o’er the pit below, 
And at th’ Almighty’s frown. 





3. Is there no efcape for me ? 
Is wrath my certain doom ? 
God Almighty, muit I be 
Chain’d down in endlc{s gloom ? 
Can no grace from thee defcend ? 
Are my fins too great to hide ? 
Pardon, Lord, and mercy fend, 
For Chrift thy Sen hath dy’d. 


4. Jefus, to thy grace I flee, 
May I in thee believe ! 
Boundlefs mercy fhow to me, 
Bleft Lord! my fuit receive. 
Blefling, honor, glory, praife, 
To the triune God above ; 
Loud hofannas ! will raife 
To his redeeming love. 





The good § bepberd. 


HOU Shepherd of Ifr’el divine, 
The joy of the contrite in heart : 
for clofer communion they pine, 
Still, fill to refide where thou art. 


The pafture, Oh! when fhall we find, 
Where all who their Shepherd obey, 
Arc fed on their bofom reclin’d, 
And fkreen’d from the heat of the day. 


Ah! fhew us that happieft place, 
‘That place of thy people’s abode, 

Where faints in an ecflafy gaze, 
And hang on a crucify’d God. 


Thy love for loft finners, declare, 
Thy paffion and death on the tree, r 
Our fpirits to Calvary bear, 
To fuffer and triumph with Thee. | 


’Tis there with the Lambs of thy flock, f. 
There only we'd covet to reft, ; 

To lie at the foot of the rock, 
Or rife to be hid in thy breaft. 








Tis there we would always abide, 
And never a moment depart ; 

Conceal’d in the cleft of thy fide, 
Eternally held in thy heart. 
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ANSWERS ‘TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


TUE Hiflory of the Moravians will be inferted in the two next nuin- 
bers. 

The Lediiors have received feveral communications figned G. They 
will be inferted in fome future numbers. Further communications from 
the fame per fon are requefled. 

Tove letters addreffid io a Lady in high life have been received. Prop- 


er aticniton wili be paid to them. 


° 

ce THE Lditors_afk the affiftance of their Poetical friends, and ree 
quefl them io fend original hymns on Evangelical fubjeds. 

cP They alfo ri yucft that particular accounts hd ordinations in any 
pavi of the country way be tranjmiticd to them 3 and Valfo accounts of deaths 
cohere id ere is any thing remarkable in the arcumflances. 

ea They take this opportunity to return their thanks to the public for the 
liberal patronage given to this work. The fubfcriptions are numerous, and 
if their brethren in the miniftry gee affift them, they hope ta be able to fur- 
aifo a Mas zine monthly abi h will be acceptable to their readers ; but 
evithout fuch afifiance, the wark cannot be long continued. They ged 
themfelves that a publication whofe objed ts fol enevolent will not be dif 
‘outinued for want of matter. E very circunftan ce of a religious nature, 
w yes can be inter: efting to the public will be attended to. 

“> Thofe who have any thi ng to communicate are reminded that what- 
eve aaa, poflage is fomu h taken from the charitable fund to which 
the profits of the avork are oppr opriated. Several letters have already 
been finut, on which the poflage was not paid. 

cP Subf. ribers are nt tified that when th: "y evi /h to difconti nue takin: g ih 
LTasazine, it ts —e ed they will sive fix weeks previous notice hy the 


) 
publifl: rse Until fuch notice is given tt ey avill be confidered as bound to 


hay. 
- = cr’) > we. ’ Peds 7 - 
ibe “aitors do not confider themye lves under oblication to fen I the ofe 
wa -'* 4 Ul U i? 
Moazazines which are taken within the flate. They will neverthel fs take 


. . t - } 
poesenye of every opporiuniy, where it can be done wiihout expen: ¢, ta 
‘ + ‘ 
Hy mvey toem a pve prim ipal town in each county, where thofe ’ per, fons who 
have made themfclves refpanfible may call for the Mavazine and make werd iv 


] 
remittances. The prefeni number was delayed ta give opportunity for tl 
return apr fubjeriptio 2 bills, but in future a frefo number zuill be ready for 
dhiv: ry the , fir jt Mond: 'y im every month.—As ihere are m: ny private } ofis 


cungt rhe n ne zu fpi rhs ve al the offi ¢ of 4 P: ubliflers, it 1 nay be ‘well Jur the 
mae on ? 
(Uvyfe rivers io SVE ihe ait} orders io take t er Al. IGAZINES « [t 1s ex peclec J 3/ 
onslt he Inne differ . TT r ) ‘ 
surle f be fome difu uliy in conveyance on the beginning of ihe publication, & vue 
it is profumed revul. irily evil f foon be eflablifhed. sis the profits of the pub- 
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’ , ni 3 AT: vera td > / 
hcaiion, if any arife, are devoted to th: Miffonary Socteiy, an annuad 


. P es ° - ? 
account < vill b be pr int. od of the expenfis, wots, Sc. that it may be fren the 
Editors are teithtul to their ox 


tie 
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